Medvedev on Flakka- Lunatic Conspiracy
and Its Implications for Manipulation?

Treadstone 71

Copyright 2024 Treadstone 71

Page 1



@

Flakka — The Morning Staple

Every morning, Dmitri Medvedev wakes up with the boundless energy of a thousand suns.
Forget coffee; he is well beyond that. After his daily dose of Flakka, his eyes widen, his heart
races and his mind buzzes with a plethora of wild ideas. The firstitem on his agenda involves
crafting a fiery diatribe about Western imperialism and the evils of democracy. He furiously
types out his thoughts in all caps on his favorite social media platform, setting the tone for
another tumultuous day.

On atypical Flakka-fueled day, Medvedev's paranoia escalates to new heights. He becomes
convinced that NATO spies are lurking around every corner, ready to sabotage his every
move. During meetings, he peers suspiciously at his colleagues, wondering which one has
been compromised by the CIA. "Did you hear that?" he whispers, his eyes darting around the
room. "That was definitely a NATO drone." His Russian detractors use his heightened state
of paranoia by subtly suggesting the presence of spies and saboteurs, pushing him further
into a defensive and reactive stance.

Medvedev's strategic thinking under the influence of Flakka resembles a rollercoaster ride.
One minute, he plots a grandiose planto deploy nuclear submarines in the Atlantic. Next, he
devises a scheme to outmaneuver Western sanctions by starting a Russian cryptocurrency
based on vodka. "We'll call it Vodkacoin!" he exclaims, his eyes gleaming with manic
excitement. His erratic and hyperactive planning phase is easily exploited by presenting him
with outrageous and impractical suggestions, knowing he might latch onto them in his
altered state.

Any criticism or disagreement triggers a Flakka-fueled tirade. In international forums,
Medvedev transforms into a one-person wrecking ball of rage, hurling insults at Western
leaders and making threats that range from the absurd to the apocalyptic. "You think you can
outsmart Russia? We will launch the Tsar Bomba on your backyard barbecue!" he yells while
everyone else awkwardly pretends to take notes. Those around him gently provoke these
outbursts by subtly challenging his authority and decisions, ensuring his responses become
increasingly aggressive and unhinged.

Fueled by his drug-induced fervor, Medvedev's language becomes increasingly
dehumanizing. He refers to Western politicians as "zombie overlords" and accuses them of
secret plans to turn the entire globe into one giant Starbucks. "They won't stop until every
last babushka is drinking pumpkin spice lattes!" he warns, his face contorted in a mix of
anger and confusion. His dehumanizing rhetoric intensifies when feeding him conspiracy
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theories and exaggerated tales of Western decadence and
corruption, further inflaming his hostile stance. An occasional
whisper of "Dimon Don't Cry" permeates the air.

Medvedev's social media activity on Flakka is nothing short of
legendary. He floods his followers with erratic posts, mixing
ominous threats with bizarre conspiracy theories. "Just caught
a NATO spy disguised as a pigeon! Watch out for feathered

infiltrators!" he tweets, alongside a blurry photo of a pigeon
looking vaguely suspicious. Engaging with his social media
posts and encouraging his more ludicrous claims can amplify his erratic behavior and draw
further attention to his instability.

Under the influence of Flakka, Medvedev's delusions of grandeur know no bounds. He starts
seeing himself as the savior of Russia and the scourge of the West. "l am the rightful Tsar of
the 21st century!" he declares in a televised address, wearing a crown made from aluminum
foil and brandishing a scepter that looks suspiciously like a curtain rod. Encourage his
grandiose delusions by playing to his ego and reinforcing his self-image as a pivotal historical
figure, prompting him to make even more outlandish and self-aggrandizing statements.

Medvedev's increasingly nasty rhetoric and aggressive actions are the antics of a leader who
is far too hyped up on Flakka. His erratic behavior provides endless entertainment for the
global community while causing endless headaches for his handlers and international
diplomats.

A strategy involving feeding his paranoia encourages his hyperactive and impractical
planning, provokes aggressive outbursts, intensifies his dehumanizing rhetoric, amplifies his
social media rampages, and reinforces his grandiose delusions. As the world watches in
utter bemusement mixed with straight-jacket fear, the legend of Medvedev on Flakka grows,
offering a comical yet insightful twist to understanding the outlandish actions of Dimon.
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Figure 1 After a recent infusion of Flakka.

Dimon's Latest Rhetoric

"Every day we should try to do maximum harm to those countries that have imposed
these restrictions. Harm their economies, their institutions and their rulers. Harm the
well-being of their citizens, their confidence in the future.”

Diplomats say Medvedev gives a flavour of hardline and high-level thinking in the
Kremlin, though Kyiv and Kremlin critics play down his influence, casting him as a
scaremonger whose job is to deter Western action over Ukraine.

In his latest comments he spoke of the need to find critical vulnerabilities in Western
economies, to target energy, industry, transport, banking and social services, and to
stir up social tensions.

Western officials have already spoken about suspected Russian sabotage activities
across the West, including arson, with some calling for Russian diplomats’
movements to be curbed.
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The Kremlin, which said on Thursday it was considering retaliatory action against the
U.S. that would best suit Moscow's own interests, and the Russian foreign ministry
have rejected the sabotage allegations as false.

'FAKE NEWS'

Medvedev, who styled himself as a Western-friendly liberal during his 2008-12
presidency before reinventing himself as one of the Kremlin's toughest hawks, spoke
of the need to step up an information war against the West.

"Are they screaming about our use of fake news? Let's turn their lives into a crazy
nightmare in which they can't distinguish wild fiction from the realities of the day,
infernal evil from the routine of life," he wrote.

Medvedev also called for Russia to weaponise space and arm the West's enemies, as
the new U.S. sanctions forced Russia's leading exchange to halt dollar and euro
trading, obscuring access to reliable pricing for the Russian currency.

Other new U.S. measures included targeting China-based firms selling
semiconductors to Moscow and a move to raise "the risk of secondary sanctions for
foreign financial institutions that deal with Russia's war economy’, effectively
threatening them with losing access to the U.S. financial system.

Group of Seven leaders were meanwhile gathering at their annual summit in Italy on
Thursday and looked likely to announce that they have agreed at least in principle, on
plans to issue $50 billion of loans for Ukraine using interest from frozen Russian
sovereign assets to back the multi-year debt package.
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Analysis

Dmitry Medvedev's call for Russians to inflict "maximum harm" on Western societies and
infrastructure through both physical and cyber actions signals a coordinated effort to
galvanize Russian nationals, proxies, and sympathizers. His emphasis on targeting Western
economies, institutions, and leaders suggests a strategy involving cyber-attacks, sabotage,
and social unrest. The appeal to "all our people in general" implies a broad mobilization,
encouraging decentralized and grassroots actions rather than relying solely on state or
military efforts. The message intends to unify and activate various actors aligned with
Russian interests, potentially increasing the diversity and unpredictability of threats against
Western targets.

Medvedev's rhetoric also reflects a position of weakness. The need for such a dramatic and
public call to action reveals desperation and frustration within the Kremlin. The
acknowledgment of Western sanctions' impact and the explicit strategy to cause
widespread disruption highlight Russia's limited ability to counter these sanctions through
conventional means. Medvedev's shift from a Western-friendly liberal to one of the Kremlin's
toughest hawks underscores the broader transformation within the Russian leadership as
they struggle to maintain control and project strength despite growing international isolation
and economic challenges.

The latest sanctions have significantly impacted Russian monetary policy and other critical
sectors. The halting of dollar and euro trading by Russia's leading exchange due to new U.S.
sanctions illustrates the immediate financial repercussions. These sanctions have
restricted access to reliable pricing for the Russian currency, disrupting financial markets
and increasing economic instability. Additionally, targeting China-based firms selling
semiconductors to Moscow and the threat of secondary sanctions on foreign financial
institutions dealing with Russia's war economy underscore these measures' comprehensive
and strategic nature. The sanctions hope to cripple Russia's economic capabilities, forcing
it to divert resources and reconsider its strategic priorities.

Medvedev's comments also reflect a broader strategy of psychological and information
warfare. By advocating for an intensified information war against the West, he aims to blur
the lines between reality and fiction, creating confusion and distrust within Western
societies. This approach includes spreading fake news and manipulating public perception
to undermine confidence in Western institutions and governance. The goal is to create a
chaotic environment where Western citizens and policymakers struggle to discern truth from
misinformation, weakening societal cohesion and resilience.
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Analyzing Medvedev's statements from these perspectives reveals a complex interplay of
desperation, strategic adaptation, and psychological manipulation. His call to action seeks
to exploit vulnerabilities in Western societies while reflecting the Kremlin's internal struggles
and the significant impact of international sanctions on Russia's economic and geopolitical
standing. The approach encompassing physical sabotage, cyber-attacks, and information
warfare highlights Russia's reliance on asymmetric tactics to counterbalance its
conventional weaknesses and achieve its strategic objectives.

Brief Model of Dmitri Medvedev Using the Psychology of the Seven
Radicals

To analyze Dmitri Medvedev, considering his shift towards aggressive rhetoric and violent
positions, we will employ the psychology of the Seven Radicals to develop a detailed model
of his psychological profile. These radicals provide insight into his behavior, motivations, and
political stance.

1. Radical of Power (Dominance and Influence)

Characteristics- Individuals with a high radical of power seek dominance, influence, and
control. They aim to assert their authority and maintain a powerful presence.

MedvedevV's Traits-

¢ Aggressive Rhetoric- Medvedev's recent statements, including threats of nuclear
retaliation and calls for violence against the West, highlight his desire to assert
dominance on the global stage. His rhetoric serves to project strength and influence.

¢ Influence in Russian Politics- Despite a seemingly secondary role to Putin,
Medvedev's aggressive stance aims to reaffirm his relevance and power within the
Russian political hierarchy.

2. Radical of Achievement (Ambition and Drive)

Characteristics- This trait reflects a fervent desire for success and recognition. Individuals
with high ambition are driven to achieve their goals.

Medvedev's Traits-

e Political Ascendancy- Medvedev's career trajectory, from President to Prime Minister
and beyond, underscores his ambition. His recent aggressive rhetoric is interpreted
as an effort to achieve further recognition and solidify his status.
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¢ Legacy and Impact- By adopting a bellicose stance, Medvedev seeks to significantly
impact Russia's foreign policy and secure a prominent place in its history.

3. Radical of Security (Stability and Order)

Characteristics- Individuals with this trait prioritize stability and order, often resisting change
and seeking to maintain control over their environment.

Medvedev's Traits-

o Defensive Posture- Medvedev's calls for violence and nuclear threats are efforts to
protect Russia from perceived Western encroachment, thus maintaining national
security and stability.

¢ Maintaining Order- His aggressive rhetoric aims to deter Western actions and
strengthen the existing power structure within Russia, reflecting a deep-seated need
for order and control.

4. Radical of Social (Affiliation and Relationships)

Characteristics- This traitinvolves the need for social connections and a sense of belonging.
Individuals with high social radical value their relationships and networks.

Medvedev's Traits-

o Nationalist Affiliations- Medvedev's rhetoric alighs with the nationalist sentiments
prevalent in Russian society, strengthening his bond with like-minded individuals and

groups.

e Public Image- His aggressive stance resonates with a segment of the Russian
population that views the West as a threat, enhancing his social standing and support

base.
5. Radical of Cognition (Intellect and Creativity)

Characteristics- This trait is marked by intellectual curiosity and creativity. Individuals with
this trait value knowledge and innovative thinking.

Medvedev's Traits-

e Strategic Thinking- Medvedev's statements reflect a calculated approach to
international relations, using threats and aggressive language as tools to achieve
strategic objectives.
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¢ Intellectual Justification- He often frames his rhetoric within a broader intellectual
narrative of defending Russia against Western imperialism, demonstrating his
cognitive approach to policymaking.

6. Radical of Autonomy (Independence and Self-Sufficiency)

Characteristics- Individuals with a high radical of autonomy value independence and self-
sufficiency. They prefer making their own decisions and resisting external control.

Medvedev's Traits-

e Assertive Independence- By adopting a more aggressive stance, Medvedev
demonstrates his desire to assert Russia's independence and reject Western
influence.

o Self-Sufficient Policies- His emphasis on using Russia's resources and capabilities,
including nuclear weapons, reflects a commitment to autonomy and self-reliance.

7. Radical of Defensiveness (Resilience and Resistance)

Characteristics- This trait involves resilience and resistance to external threats. Individuals
with this trait are cautious and protective of their interests.

Medvedev's Traits-

o Defensive Aggression- Medvedev's aggressive rhetoric is a form of defensiveness to
protect Russia from perceived Western threats. His calls for violence are necessary
measures to ensure national resilience.

¢ Resistance to Change- His harsh stance against the West and insistence on
traditional Russian values highlight resistance to the liberal changes he once seemed
to advocate.

Medvedev's Psychological Profile- Dmitri Medvedev's behavior reflects a complex interplay
of power, ambition, security, social affiliation, cognition, autonomy, and defensiveness. His
recent rhetoric demonstrates a desire to maintain influence, assert national independence,
and protect Russia from perceived threats. Medvedev's statements and actions intend to
bolster his position within Russia and project strength on the international stage.
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Brief Model of Dmitri Medvedev Using the Pitch-Black Tetrad
(Narcissism, Machiavellianism, Psychopathy, & Schadenfreude)

Dmitri Medvedev's behavior and personality traits are against the concepts of malignant
narcissism, Machiavellianism, psychopathy, and Schadenfreude. We also align these traits
with the framework of the Seven Radicals that provide a comprehensive model.

Malignant Narcissism

Characteristics- Malignant narcissism is a syndrome that includes aspects of narcissism,
antisocial behavior, aggression, and sadism. It involves an extreme focus on oneself and a
lack of empathy for others.

Medvedev's Traits-

¢ Narcissistic Self-Ilmage- Medvedev's aggressive rhetoric and assertive public
statements suggest a grandiose self-image consistent with malignant narcissism.
His repeated calls for violence and nuclear threats project power and dominance
(Radical of Power).

e Lack of Empathy- His harsh statements and willingness to inflict harm on perceived
enemies indicate a significant lack of empathy, aligning with the Radical of
Defensiveness and Security. His rhetoric often dehumanizes the West, portraying it
as an existential threat to justify extreme measures.

Machiavellianism

Characteristics- Machiavellianism involves manipulation, exploitation of others, a focus on
self-interest, and a cynical disregard for morality.

MedvedevVv's Traits-

e Strategic Manipulation- Medvedev's shift from a liberal image to a hawkish stance
suggests strategically manipulating his public persona to align with current political
climates and objectives. The alignment with the Radical of Cognition includes
calculated rhetoric to achieve political goals.

¢ Exploitation and Cynicism- His use of threats and aggressive language is a way to
exploit nationalistic sentiments for political gain. Medvedev's behavior reflects a
cynical view of international relations and a focus on self-interest and power
retention (Radical of Achievement).

Psychopathy
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Characteristics- Psychopathy includes traits such as superficial charm, high intelligence,
lack of remorse or guilt, impulsivity, and antisocial behaviors.

Medvedev's Traits-

Lack of Remorse- Medvedev's inflammatory statements, including threats of nuclear
retaliation, show a lack of remorse or guilt for the potential consequences of his
rhetoric, aligning with the Radical of Defensiveness and Security, where he justifies
his actions by the perceived need to protect Russia.

Antisocial Behavior- His calls for violence and punitive measures against the West
and Ukraine demonstrate antisocial tendencies. These behaviors are consistent with
psychopathy and align with the Radical of Power and Achievement, reflecting a drive
for dominance and success.

Schadenfreude

Characteristics- Schadenfreude involves deriving pleasure from the misfortunes of others.

Medvedev's Traits-

Pleasure in Western Decline- Medvedev's statements often express satisfaction with
the difficulties faced by Western nations, aligning with the Radical of Social, where
he finds a sense of belonging and support from those who share his disdain for the
West.

Gloating Rhetoric- His public comments often include a gloating tone, particularly
when discussing Western countries' perceived failures or challenges. The behavior
highlights a pleasure in the suffering of others, aligning with the Radical of
Defensiveness and Autonomy.

Comprehensive Model

Understand Dmitri Medvedev's behavior using a lens of malignant narcissism,
Machiavellianism, psychopathy, and Schadenfreude, providing a complex psychological
profile. His aggressive rhetoric, strategic manipulation, lack of empathy, and pleasure in the
misfortunes of others align with the Seven Radicals framework-

1.

Radical of Power- Dominance and influence are central to Medvedev's behavior,
demonstrated by his aggressive rhetoric and threats.

2. Radical of Achievement- His ambition for recognition and success is evident in his

shift to a more hawkish stance.
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3. Radical of Security- Focusing on national stability and defense justifies his extreme
measures and rhetoric.

4. Radical of Social- His alignment with nationalist sentiments and disdain for the West
reflect his social affiliations.

5. Radical of Cognition- Medvedev's calculated and strategic manipulation of his public
image reflects his intellectual approach.

6. Radical of Autonomy- His insistence on Russian independence and rejection of
Western influence highlights his desire for autonomy.

7. Radical of Defensiveness- His lack of empathy and pleasure in the misfortunes of
others aligns with a defensive posture aimed at protecting Russian interests.

Dmitri Medvedev's recent behavior and statements show an intersection of malignant
narcissism, Machiavellianism, psychopathy, and Schadenfreude alongside the Seven
Radicals framework. This analysis reveals a complex personality driven by power, ambition,
security, and a calculated approach to maintaining influence and control in the turbulent
political landscape of Russia.

Strategic Approaches to Provoking Dmitri Medvedev

Challenge His Authority and Dominance

Publicly question Dmitri Medvedev's competency and decision-making skills to challenge
his authority and dominance. Highlight failures during his tenure, such as economic
downturns or unsuccessful policies, creating doubt about his leadership capabilities.
Emphasize his secondary role compared to Vladimir Putin, suggesting he acts merely as a
puppet without real power. This tactic can deeply hurt his narcissistic self-image and drive
him to react defensively.

Disrespect His Achievements

Attribute Medvedev's achievements to others, especially Putin, to downplay his successes.
Publicly suggest that any of his accomplishments were due to Putin's influence rather than
his capabilities. Criticize the effectiveness and outcomes of his modernization programs,
framing them as failures or insufficient efforts to modernize the nation.

Threaten His Security and Stability

Bring attention to dissent and opposition within Russia to suggest that Medvedev's policies
have led to instability and dissatisfaction among the populace. Leak information or create
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narratives that suggest weaknesses in his security measures, either personal or national,
making him feel exposed and threatened.

Challenge His Social Standing and Relationships

Use media to spread stories that paint Medvedev in a negative light. Focus on any scandals,
corruption allegations, or personal failings to challenge his social standing and
relationships. Suggest that key allies and supporters are distancing themselves from him
due to his aggressive rhetoric and policies, which can induce paranoia and insecurity.

Question His Intellectual and Strategic Capabilities

Publicly mock Medvedev's aggressive statements as irrational or outdated, portraying him
as an extremist out of touch with reality questioning his intellectual and strategic
capabilities. Criticize his strategic decisions as harmful to Russia's long-term interests,
framing them as impulsive and poorly thought out.

Exploit His Schadenfreude

Highlight instances where Medvedev's adversaries, particularly Western nations, have
successfully overcome challenges or retaliated against his threats. This action frustrates his
pleasure in their suffering. Publicize and celebrate any setbacks or failures he experiences,
framing them as victories for his opponents, which can provoke anger and a desire for
retaliation.

Invoke Public Disgrace and Humiliation

Use satire and parody to ridicule Medvedev's public statements and image, invoking public
disgrace and humiliation. Publicly expose personal vulnerabilities or past embarrassments,
making him feel humiliated and defensive.

Practical Steps to Implement These Strategies

To effectively implement these strategies, media campaigns spread narratives undermining
Medvedev's authority and achievements through domestic and international outlets.
Diplomatic statements from foreign leaders or influential figures should subtly or overtly
challenge his decisions and leadership qualities. Encourage or fabricate leaks that reveal
vulnerabilities or failures in his administration to highlight internal dissent and opposition.
Engage in public debates or interviews, rigorously questioning his policies and criticizing his
decisions. Use symbolic gestures, such as public support for opposition figures or policies
that counter his narrative, to provoke a reaction.

Copyright 2024 Treadstone 71

Page1 4



@

Strategically challenging Dmitri Medvedev's authority, undermining his achievements,
threatening his sense of security, and ridiculing his public image elicits an emotional
response that might lead to losing control. These actions exploit his psychological
vulnerabilities, pushing him towards a state of frustration and anger. However, these
strategies should be cautiously employed, considering the risks and consequences of
enraging a high-ranking political figure with perceived influence and power.

His Likely Response

His responses likely reflect heightened aggression, defensiveness, and attempts to reassert
his authority and influence. We consider the following:

Escalated Nuclear Threats

Medvedev might intensify his nuclear threats, using more explicit and alarming language to
convey Russia's willingness to use its nuclear arsenal. He could directly warn specific
countries, emphasizing the catastrophic consequences of perceived threats to Russian
sovereignty.

Increased Anti-Western Rhetoric

Expect Medvedev to amplify his anti-Western stance, accusing Western nations of meddling
in Russian affairs and framing them as existential threats. He could allege conspiracies
against Russia, portraying the West as a unified front aiming to destabilize and undermine
Russian power.

Personal Attacks on Western Leaders

Medvedev might engage in personal attacks against Western leaders, questioning their
integrity, intelligence, and motives. Design such comments to provoke reactions and create
divisions within Western alliances.

Appeals to Nationalism and Patriotism

Medvedev could use more nationalistic and patriotic language to rally domestic support,
presenting himself as the defender of Russian values and interests. He might call for
increased national unity against foreign adversaries, framing the conflict existentially.

Threats of Retaliation

In response to perceived provocations, Medvedev may issue threats of direct retaliation
against countries or entities he views as hostile, including economic sanctions,
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cyberattacks, or military posturing, emphasizing Russia's capability and willingness to
respond forcefully.

Provocative Public Statements

Medvedev might make provocative public statements that challenge international norms
and agreements. He could suggest withdrawing from international treaties, escalating
conflicts in disputed regions, or supporting separatist movements hostile to Western
interests.

Use of Dehumanizing Language

To further vilify his adversaries, Medvedev may use dehumanizing language, portraying
Western leaders and their countries as morally corrupt or inherently evil. Such rhetoric
would aim to delegitimize their actions and justify aggressive Russian responses.

Increased Social Media Activity

Medvedev might use social media to spread his rhetoric and directly engage with supporters
and detractors. His posts could become more frequent and incendiary, aiming to shape
public opinion and provoke reactions.

Claims of Victimhood

Medvedev could frame Russia as a victim of Western aggression, alleging that his country is
under constant threat and deserving of sympathy and support. This narrative would serve to
justify his aggressive stance as a defensive necessity.

Calls for Strengthening Alliances

Medvedev might call for stronger alliances with countries that share Russia's adversarial
stance toward the West, such as China, Iran, and North Korea. He could advocate for joint
actions against Western policies and promote alternative international frameworks that
exclude Western influence.

If these provocations successfully trigger an emotional response from Medvedey, his
rhetoric and comments on the global stage are likely to become more aggressive, defensive,
and inflammatory. Such an escalation reaffirms his authority, project strength, and rally
domestic and international support against perceived Western adversaries. However, such
behavior risks increasing tensions and instability in international relations, necessitating
careful monitoring and strategic responses from other global actors.
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Wrap-up

Dmitri Medvedev's behavior and rhetoric have exhibited increasing erraticism and
aggression. His actions and statements reflect a complex interplay of psychological traits,
strategic manipulation, and political maneuvering. A detailed profile emerges by examining
Medvedev through the lenses of the Seven Radicals framework, the Dark Triad, and
Schadenfreude, providing insight into his motivations and potential reactions to
provocation. A humorous hypothetical scenario involving Medvedev's agitation using Flakka
adds a comical twist to understanding his outlandish actions.

Medvedev's aggressive rhetoric and behavior suggest a desire for dominance and influence.
His recent statements, including threats of nuclear retaliation and calls for violence against
the West, project power and aim to assert his authority on the global stage. Despite his
seemingly secondary role to Putin, Medvedev's aggressive stance reaffirms his relevance
and power within the Russian political hierarchy. His ambition for success and recognition
is evident in his career trajectory, and his stance shifts to a more hawkish one. Medvedev
seeks to significantly impact Russia's foreign policy and secure a prominent place in its
history by adopting a bellicose position.

Medvedev's behavior also reflects a deep-seated need for stability and order. His calls for
violence and nuclear threats aim to protect Russia from perceived Western encroachment,
thus maintaining national security and stability. By deterring Western actions and
strengthening the existing power structure within Russia, Medvedev exhibited a defensive
posture intended to protect his interests. His aggressive stance resonates with nationalist
sentiments in Russian society, strengthening his bond with like-minded individuals and
groups. His rhetoric aligns with the Radical of Social, enhancing his social standing and
support base among those who view the West as a threat.

Medvedev's statements reflect calculated strategic thinking, using threats and aggressive
language to achieve his objectives. By framing his rhetoric within a broader intellectual
narrative of defending Russia against Western imperialism, he displays his cognitive
approach to policymaking. His desire for autonomy is evident in his insistence on Russian
independence and rejection of Western influence. Medvedev's emphasis on using Russia's
resources and capabilities, including nuclear weapons, reflects a commitment to self-
sufficiency and independence.

Medvedev's behavior also aligns with the Radical of Defensiveness, involving resilience and
resistance to external threats. His aggressive rhetoric is a defensive measure to protect
Russia from perceived threats. Medvedev's shift from a Western-friendly liberal to one of the
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Kremlin's toughest hawks underscores the broader transformation within the Russian
leadership as they struggle to maintain control and project strength despite growing
international isolation and economic challenges.

Medvedev's personality traits align with the concepts of malighant narcissism,
Machiavellianism, psychopathy, and Schadenfreude. His grandiose self-image, lack of
empathy, strategic manipulation, antisocial tendencies, and pleasure in the misfortunes of
others provide a comprehensive psychological profile. His aggressive rhetoric, strategic
manipulation, lack of remorse, and gloating tone reflect his complex personality driven by
power, ambition, security, and a calculated approach to maintaining influence and control.

Strategically challenging Medvedev's authority involves publicly questioning his
competency and decision-making skills, highlighting failures during his tenure, and
emphasizing his secondary role compared to Putin. Disrespecting his achievements by
attributing them to others and criticizing his modernization programs undermines his
successes. Threatening his security and stability involves bringing attention to dissent and
opposition within Russia and leaking information that suggests weaknesses in his security
measures. Challenging his social standing and relationships means using media to spread
stories that paint him negatively and suggest that allies are distancing themselves from him.
Questioning his intellectual and strategic capabilities involves mocking his aggressive
statements and criticizing his strategic decisions. Exploiting his Schadenfreude involves
highlighting instances where his adversaries have overcome challenges and publicizing his
setbacks. Invoking public disgrace and humiliation involves using satire and parody to
ridicule his public statements and expose personal vulnerabilities.

Implementing these strategies involves media campaigns, diplomatic statements, leaks,
public debates, and symbolic gestures. Strategically challenging Medvedev's authority,
undermining his achievements, threatening his sense of security, and ridiculing his public
image elicits an emotional response that might lead to losing control. However, these
strategies should be cautiously employed, considering the risks and consequences of
enraging a high-ranking political figure with perceived influence and power.

Medvedev's responses to provocation likely reflect heightened aggression, defensiveness,
and attempts to reassert his authority and influence. Escalated nuclear threats, increased
anti-Western rhetoric, personal attacks on Western leaders, appeals to nationalism and
patriotism, threats of retaliation, provocative public statements, use of dehumanizing
language, increased social media activity, claims of victimhood, and calls for strengthening
alliances are possible outcomes. Such behavior risks growing tensions and instability in
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international relations, necessitating careful monitoring and strategic responses from other
global actors.

Dimon's hypothetical behavior on Flakka adds a humorous perspective to understanding his
erratic actions, likely to provoke (an understated) response should this ever reach his desk.
Imagining Medvedev waking up with boundless energy, crafting fiery diatribes, experiencing
heightened paranoia, engaging in hyperactive strategic planning, and having aggressive
outbursts provides a comical yet insightful twist. His delusions of grandeur, social media
rampages, and dehumanizing language further illustrate his unpredictable behavior. The
legend of Medvedev on Flakka grows, entertaining the global community while causing
headaches for his handlers and diplomats.
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