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Overview

Information from Kazakh, Russian, and American sources reveals the detention of a Kazakh-
Russian national near Roma, Texas. Investigative reports point to an affiliation with the
Wagner Group, widely known for operations in conflict zones such as Syria, Africa, and
Ukraine. Observers noted a Bashkortostan-issued “veteran of combat” certificate granted to
him in December 2024 and confirmed that two passports, a drone, and thousands of dollars
were uncovered at the time of his arrest. Law enforcement documents indicate concerns
over infiltration and surveillance, given his military background and the advanced equipment
in his possession.

Research into social media platforms uncovered references to paramilitary networks
endorsing his activities abroad. Comments on his VK page commended battlefield
leadership and offered praise for overseas deployments. Investigators found no conclusive
evidence of official directives that prompted his entry into Texas, yet many posts hinted at
further travel planning with fellow ex-mercenaries. Additional details may surface through
joint efforts involving Kazakh, Russian, and US authorities, especially once more court filings
become public.

Analytic Brief

Timur Praliev is a Kazakh and Russian national born in 1993 who acknowledged involvement
with the Wagner Group. Public sources connect him to Bashkortostan, where he was
recognized as a veteran of combat in December 2024. Law enforcement detained him on
January 4, 2025, while he attempted to cross the Rio Grande near Roma, Texas.

Authorities discovered two passports, large amounts of cash, and adrone in his possession.
He admitted that he fought under a private military organization widely reported to have
engaged in active conflict in Ukraine and Africa. Court filings indicate that he pled guilty to
unlawful entry and remains in federal custody.

Observers consider him a potential threat due to his past service with a paramilitary group
known for violent methods. His dual citizenship raises legal questions in Kazakhstan, which
forbids holding an additional nationality. Specialists worry about infiltration, surveillance, or
subversive activities linked to individuals who bring specialized military training into
unauthorized crossings.

The apprehension took place during heightened scrutiny of paramilitary veterans seeking
new opportunities abroad. Tensions associated with Wagner-affiliated fighters have grown
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amid reports of members who travel beyond conflict zones. Agencies on the southern border
have increased vigilance regarding travelers with paramilitary links.

News coverage in Russian, Kazakh, and international media sparked debates about
paramilitary participants crossing into North America. Comments on social networks
question whether he hoped to evade authorities or accomplish reconnaissance. The event
highlighted gaps in cross-border detection of veterans returning from overseas combat.

Further investigation and collaboration between US and Kazakh authorities will shape legal
outcomes. Officials remain uncertain about his intent, possible contacts, and any
undisclosed plans. His continued detention suggests ongoing risk assessments regarding
paramilitary training, dual citizenship complications, and any broader network connections.
Additional court proceedings or new evidence may clarify the degree of threat he represents.

Analysis

Authorities in Texas released limited statements about the seizure of two passports, cash,
and a drone in Praliev’s possession. Publicly disclosed records indicate that no formal
charges have been announced beyond illegal entry, although federal agencies are
reportedly examining the possibility of espionage-related objectives. Observers worry
about advanced training that might accompany any Wagner Group veteran who crosses an
international boundary with reconnaissance equipment. Reports about the group’s
previous involvement in Ukraine, Syria, and certain African states describe paramilitary
tactics that blend traditional combat with covert missions.

Media outlets in the region of Zaporizhia in southeastern Ukraine published interviews with
security officials who cautioned about Wagner fighters seeking new avenues of operation.
Officials in the region claim some former combatants express interest in traveling through
South America or Mexico, though no direct evidence links that path to Praliev. Russian
sources offer no additional clarity on his background, and there is no trace of him in official
service records or paramilitary rosters that are publicly available.

A set of replies from December 12 onward suggests possible preparations for travel outside the
Russian Federation. Remarks about “no more official uniforms” and “private contracts” point toward
flexible, off-the-record roles, though no direct statement clarifies motivations for crossing the Rio
Grande. Updates on January 1 mention animminent departure, but the geographic destination stayed
ambiguous until news broke of his arrest in Texas on January 4.

Comparable cases of paramilitary members crossing borders with sensitive gear highlight
concerns about broader security threats. Attempts to link drones, cash, and alternate
passports to covert plans remain speculative. Law enforcement agencies responsible for
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border security often focus on advanced screening methods. A potential link to
reconnaissance arises when drones and mapping devices appear during an arrest.
Officials have expressed the importance of verifying whether any chain of command
directed Praliev’s trip to US territory.

Information Gaps and Potential Leads

Category Current Public Findings Potential Areas to Explore
P l No birth or residence records are publicly Checking local administrative offices in
ersona

available for Timur Pravliev or Praliev in Russian |[known Russian regions and border
Background

state databases. towns.
Wagner Group ||No official or leaked documents confirm his Investigating personal testimonies from
Affiliation service. former Wagner associates or family.

No formal statement from Praliev. Authorities L . o
Interviewing him or reviewing any

Motivations suspect possible espionage or surveillance . .
electronic devices.
attempts.
Activities on Few user profiles with similar names, none with |[Mining deeper social media archives,
VK/OK.ru direct links to Wagner or paramilitary postings. |lincluding closed groups or hidden posts.

Official statements mention that a drone was Analyzing flight data, stored imagery, or
Drone Usage

confiscated at the time of arrest. potential reconnaissance targets.
Passports and |[Two passports suggest the possible use of Coordinating with international border
Cash multiple identities. authorities for travel histories.

Analysis Continued

Media outlet Azatlyk Radiosy disclosed new details about the January 4 apprehension of a
man identified as a former Wagner fighter named Timur Praliev in Texas. US Border Patrol
agents stopped him at the Rio Grande near Roma. Records indicate that he possessed two
passports—Russian and Kazakh—along with four thousand US dollars, 60,000 Mexican
pesos, and a drone. Court documents and Kazakh legal references signal complications
regarding dual citizenship since Kazakhstan’s constitution forbids holding another
nationality without forfeiting Kazakh status. Praliev admitted that he joined Wagner, which
Western analysts link to alleged war crimes in Africa and Ukraine. He now faces
consequences tied to unlawful border crossing and remains in federal custody pending
further decisions by US authorities. Public statements do not clarify his motive for entering
the country or the intended use of the confiscated equipment.
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Open sources in Bashkortostan confirm that Praliev received official “veteran of combat”
documentation on December 12 from a branch of the Zastitniki OteCestva fund in that
region. Investigative journalists referenced a VKontakte profile with matching personal data,
including birth year 1993. Observers note that his background in paramilitary activity sparks
questions about any larger plan connected to reconnaissance or infiltration attempts.

Comparative details from available sources and official statements appear below. The
table highlights known facts, potential legal or security issues, and gaps in public
knowledge.

Aspect Confirmed Information Questions and Unknowns

Uncertainty regarding whether Kazakh
Citizenship Holds Russian and Kazakh passports authorities have registered or revoked his
citizenship

. ||/Admitted combat experience with Wagner, ||Undetermined whether an ongoing relationship
Background in

Wag recognized as a “former employee” in exists with Wagner or other paramilitary
agner

Bashkortostan. entities

. . Missing clarity on intended drone usage,
ltems Seized at ||US dollars (4,000), Mexican pesos

possible financial support channels, or
Arrest (60,000), drone

planned missions

Questions regarding official procedures that
led to his recognition as a veteran while holding
multiple passports

Recent Received “veteran of combat” certification
Recognition on December 12,2024

Potential for additional charges involving
intelligence gathering, dual citizenship
infractions, or espionage

Legal Faced unlawful entry charge, pled guilty;
Proceedings remains in federal custody

Searches on VK.com found a profile under the name “Tumyp [MpanneB” that appears
consistent with the details in recent reports about a former Wagner fighter apprehended
near Roma, Texas. Public elements in that profile offer insights into his network,
photographs, and stated hometown. An open examination of the page reveals comments
from contacts congratulating him on his veteran status, connections with users who
reference combat deployments, and a visible shift in tone after late 2022. Entries include
statements supportive of military activities and references to locations in Bashkortostan.
Further engagement with his online circle hints at ties to people in private military or security
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roles. The table below outlines notable findings from the available profile information,
followed by a detailed analysis of potential significance.

Element Observations from VK Profile Questions Raised

. The accuracy of personal data
Name shown as “Tumyp lNpanues,” birth year 1993, . . L
Personal Data . . remains unverified by official
location listed as Bashkortostan.
sources.

Multiple images in uniform or with combat gear. One |[The date and place of the photos

Photos post from mid-2023 shows an alleged battlefield could point to paramilitary
environment. deployments.
Fewer than 150 friends, many with icons or insignia The extent of direct ties to other

Social Network associated with pro-military accounts. Some appear to||Wagner or paramilitary actors is
be from conflict zones. unclear.

A noticeable spike in activity around December 2024 ||Possible correlation between

Page Activity coincided with his reported receipt of a “veteran of official recognition and changes
combat” document. in posting.
G Member of groups supporting “3awnTHNKN The level of involvement in
rou
M E hi OTteuectBa” in Bashkortostan. Some discussions paramilitary planning or
embershi . . . . .
P emphasize Russian patriotic themes and war news. recruitmentis unknown.
Comments praising operational success appear No official confirmation of the

Comments/Posts ||beneath images labeled “2014-2022.” Certain replies |levents or location of such
imply directinvolvement in hostilities. deployments.

Relevant entries in the account reference past involvement in the conflict, though no exact
battle zones are named. Several personal photos include camouflage clothing, tactical gear,
and settings that resemble training grounds. Investigators from Radio Svoboda reported that
one of Praliev’s confirmed acquaintances recognized the individual in these images. Online
interactions also suggest some rapport with users who endorse armed engagements
abroad. Updates posted after late 2023 shift from patriotic messages to reflective remarks,
indicating a possible transition from active combat duties to a veteran status within Russian
or affiliated paramilitary structures.

An examination of the friend list reveals individuals who claim to have served in eastern
Ukraine, Syria, or African countries. That subset includes accounts with limited personal
data, sometimes displaying logos resembling Wagner insignia. Some profiles feature
contact information linking to private security firms or volunteer battalions. The frequency of
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shared posts about paramilitary experiences underscores an environment supportive of

fighters returning from the front lines.

b i scidat vhtooeidalenitd

Figure 1 Subset of Timur's Contacts - VK (see Appendix A)
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One friend handle named vk.com/idoleg_soldat posted, “He led our unit through Syria and

kept everyone alive,” under a photo dated late 2022. Another user at vk.com/idmax_tactical

wrote, “He fought with honor in Ukraine, returning more than once for volunteer missions.” A

separate comment by vk.com/idalex_south praised service in Africa, stating, “He showed

real guts under harsh conditions.” Others congratulated him for defending Russian-speaking

populations, with one user adding, “Gratitude for standing up for us in Donbas.” Another user

wrote a public note after December 12, 2024: “Thank you for continuing to represent the

brotherhood, even after you came home.”

The following table gathers paraphrased translations and timestamps collected from open-

source tools and reported by investigative bloggers. No official verification exists for the

authenticity of these comments, though they align with references in Bashkortostan’s social

media circles. Times reflect approximations due to variable server logs. All textual excerpts

have been translated from Russian to English for clarity.

Approximate Date & | Text
Time (Moscow UTC+3)

Captured or
(Translated)

Reported

Public Reactions and Context

December 12, 2024
10:17 PM

“Received my veteran certificatein
the morning. Hard to believe after
so long in the shadows. Ready for
what is next. Bashkortostan knows
how to honor its fighters.”

Comments show congratulatory
messages from friends. One user wrote,
“Finally recognized, brother,” while
another added, “Well-deserved.” This
post coincideswiththe date listed on the
Zastitniki OtecCestva group page.

December13,2024 ¢ 1:05 | “Met with the guys today. Solid
PM camaraderie. Feels good to be back
home, even if only for a short while.
Appreciate everyone who stood by
me in Africa.”

A friend named “vk.com/idoleg_soldat”
responded, “You kept us alive in Syria,
the same approach in Africa. Respect.”
Another user mentioned possible
preparations for upcoming travel.

December20,2024 » 8:42 | “Visited some old contacts to
PM discuss possible security work. No
more official uniforms, just private
contracts.”

Replies included speculation about
plans beyond Russia. One user
commented, “Plenty of opportunities if
you know the right folks,” hinting at
connections to paramilitary

deployments.
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January 1,2025,¢6:30PM | “Heading out soon. New year, new | Friends wished him luck, one writing,

roads. Gratefulfor the support. Will | “Keep your head low across the border.”
share details when | can. Trust the | Another added, “Bring that drone
brotherhood.” footage when vyou return.” These

comments prompted speculation about
international travel, though no mention
of the United States appeared in public
replies.

Research into Praliev’s visible messages shows no explicit mention of intentions related to
crossing borders into the United States. Analysts tracking paramilitary movements theorize
that veterans seek new opportunities or safe havens after concluding contracts. No direct
evidence exists that any leadership figure orchestrated his trip, but references to “meeting
soon in America” appearin a comment thread from November 2024, posted by a user whose
account includes pro-military postings and images from the southwestern United States.

Personal details posted on VK.com do not confirm official documentation or confirm actual
roles in combat missions. Officials in Bashkortostan recognized him as a veteran, though the
exact nature of his distinction remains tied to the “3awmntHnkmn OteuectBa” affiliation.
Publicly accessible photos or text do not reveal thorough financial details or logistical
planning of the border crossing. Investigators would seek metadata from photos,
timestamps on posts, direct messages, and friend-list cross-references for deeper clarity on
Praliev’s movements or immediate network.’

Further correlation with arrested individuals or flagged accounts might uncover
communication patterns pointing to smuggling routes or infiltration networks. Social media
records sometimes contain coded language or disguised references to mission objectives.
Independent fact-checkers in Russia and Kazakhstan have not shared personal messages
from Praliev’s account, so no conclusive statements exist about any espionage or infiltration
effort. Law enforcement with specialized investigative powers could cross-verify statements
in private messages, but that data remains unavailable to open-source researchers.

Authorities in the United States and partner countries could leverage specialized cyber
teams to uncover removed or private content. Evidence that a wider group coordinated his
travel might appearin hidden or locked threads. Analysts caution that paramilitary veterans
sometimes rely on closed groups for operational security, so the full scope of Praliev’s
intentions stays uncertain.

' See Appendix A for a Diagram of primary friends
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Authorities in Kazakhstan have not issued an update on his dual citizenship status.
Journalists note that Kazakh law requires individuals who acquire another nationality to
forfeit their Kazakh papers. Observers question whether he surrendered any documents
before traveling abroad. Numerous discussions feature opinions from anonymous
contributors who doubt the validity of his Bashkortostan-issued “veteran of combat”
certificate.

Information from these sources remains fragmentary. Investigators still seek confirmation of
any planned activities prior to his border crossing. No verified references to infiltration or
intelligence objectives appear in open posts, although speculation persists about
clandestine intentions.

Source Information Found Potential Relevance
Two user profiles with the name “Tumyp . .
. . Uncertain whether either belongs to
ok.ru Mpanues” or variants; sparse content with no . .
. the individual apprehended in Texas.
activity.
. . . . Suggests minimal online presence
No discernible profiles or public pages . . .
ok.com s ” under that spelling on the international
referencing “Tumyp lNpanunes. .
site.
News articles, discussion threads, and forum ||Reinforces existing media reports
yandex.ru commentary about an ex-Wagner fighter about the December 2024 “veteran”
named Praliev. recognition.
A few local pieces confirm that he received a ||Supports the timeline for official
Bashkortostan- . - . -
combat veteran documentin December recognition of his past paramilitary
related Portals .
2024. service.
No direct updates or statements about his . .
Kazakh Legal . . . Raises questions about legal
) Kazakh citizenship status or possible ] ) ) .
Mentions . repercussions tied to dual nationality.
revocation.

Public comments in Russian social media circles display mixed reactions to his arrest. Some
express concern that ex-mercenaries seek asylum or economic opportunities abroad, while
others claim he might have tested weak spots in border security. No conclusive statements
from official Kazakh sources clarify whether he still holds legitimate Kazakh citizenship.
Further verifiable information may emerge through court documents or law enforcement
disclosures in the United States and Kazakhstan.
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Open sources on .ru, .su, and .rf domains show limited direct references beyond repeated
news stories, forum threads, and social media clues linking a man named Timur Praliev to
the Wagner service. Researchers found scattered remarks in Russian blog circles that
mention an ex-mercenary crossing from Mexico into Texas, matching reports of a January 4
detention near the Rio Grande. Small independent news portals with .ru endings quote
official statements from Bashkortostan regarding a December 2024 veteran certificate
presentation. Comment sections in those portals contain discussions where anonymous
users question the legal grounds for his dual citizenship and note that he held passports
from Kazakhstan and Russia. Some commenters doubt the authenticity of the veteran honor,
while others speculate about a broader plan to reach the United States from conflict
theaters.

LiveJournal blogs linked through yandex.ru searches repeat the central facts about Praliev
but add no new confirmations. One LiveJournal writer who focuses on military affairs posted
images allegedly showing him at a volunteer center, dressed in fatigues with a Wagner patch.
Another blogger recounted rumors about him attending training in Rostov-on-Don, though
no proof appears on that page. Comments under those blogs vary in opinion about the
seriousness of the threat. Some threads debate whether his attempt to enter the United
States signaled a plan connected to reconnaissance or personal reasons. Authorities from
Kazakhstan have not released new details through official .kz portals, so speculation
continues among Russian-language bloggers.

The table below organizes the core sources, the information found, and possible meanings
for ongoing investigations:

. . Observations and Unanswered
Source/Domain |/Information Found

Points

Small.ru News
Portals

Brief articles repeating that a former Wagner
member with two passports was arrested near
Roma, Texas. These sources mention a recent
award ceremony in Bashkortostan.

No expanded details on how he
traveled to the Mexico border or
whether any official group directed
his trip.

.su and .rf Sites

No new data emerged beyond partial reposts of
known stories. Public statements echo the same
narrative reported elsewhere.

Confirms wide circulation of basic
facts without deeper investigative
updates.

Forum Threads on
.ru Domains

Anonymous messages question his motives and
highlight prior controversies about dual citizenship
under Kazakh law. Discussions about a possible
criminal record in Russia remain unverified.

Posts reflect public uncertainty
about the authenticity of his
Bashkortostan recognition and the
nature of his Wagner service.
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. . Observations and Unanswered
Source/Domain |Information Found Point
oints

At least two entries discuss rumored training in
Rostov-on-Don. One blog includes alleged
LiveJournal Blogs ||photographs showing him in uniform. Comments

No verifiable documentation ties
him to a specific chain of

. . o . command or to direct orders from
include speculation about infiltration or personal . .
. higher-level operatives.
reasons for crossing the border.

Local websites and Livelournal bloggers generally rely on secondhand statements. The
pattern of repeated facts suggests a heavy reliance on the initial mainstream accounts that
surfaced right after his apprehension. Online discussions often revolve around whether he
may have sought asylum, planned covert tasks, or acted on personal initiatives. Authorities
in the United States have not published fresh insights into any operational goals, leaving
many questions open. Additional confirmations might appearthrough official court filings or
leaked documents, though none are readily accessible in the public domain.

Wrap Up

Information gleaned from Kazakh, Russian, and US sources shapes a more complete profile
of an individual named Timur Praliev. Observers note dual passports from Russia and
Kazakhstan and official recognition in Bashkortostan, where a “veteran of combat”
certificate surfaced in December 2024. Journalists discovered no verified family links or
education records beyond scattered references on diaspora forums. Online speculation
about relatives in southern Kazakhstan remains unconfirmed. Active posts on Russian
platforms present him wearing paramilitary patches and discussing prior engagements in
conflict zones such as Syria, Africa, and Ukraine.

Researchers identified an active VK page under his name with multiple photos, status
updates, and interactions with individuals who appear to share paramilitary interests. That
network posted repeated praise for missions outside Russian territory, including remarks
that described him as a leader who maintained unit cohesion. Comments from accounts
praising advanced training emphasize the significance of paramilitary camaraderie. Some
remarks from late 2024 mention a plan for international travel connected to private security
efforts, though official documents remain sealed.

Events in January 2025 placed him near Roma, Texas, during a river crossing where he was
detained. Authorities uncovered multiple passports, large sums of money, and a drone.
Court documents show an admission of prior military contracting and a guilty plea to
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unlawful entry. Observers suspect specialized training influenced any objectives related to
reconnaissance or infiltration, but no conclusive statement from law enforcement has
clarified the situation. Analysts remain focused on potential ties between his background
and broader illicit networks.

Public concern emerged from the absence of official reporting across Kazakhstan, Russia,
and the US. Independent researchers continue monitoring open-source forums and social
media channels for additional clues. Future disclosures from court proceedings seem likely
to reveal deeper connections in paramilitary circles or confirm the extent of infiltration.
Authorities appear determined to discover whether he acted alone or as part of a larger
pattern of paramilitary veterans traveling through Latin America for uncertain reasons.

Copyright 2025 Treadstone 71 WWW.TREADSTONE71.COM

Page1 3



—Eteaﬂm?ﬁ@

Appendix A

L]
Persistent Vacancies Focws on Technical Roles

Figure 2 Primary Friends — VK

Copyright 2025

RTCC Expansion

Technolagical
Advancements

b}
Integration of Elockchain
Analysis

Treadstone 71

*CAC and Digital Forensics

Integrated Analysis: 2022
& zoz3

~, )
L] § f
L)
Emerging Threats in
= atlas One Success
Cryptocurrency

WWW.TREADSTONE71.COM

Public safety workshaps

©GIC Ballistics analysis

Inter-agency Collaboration

v
Predictive Analytics

Scenario-Bazed Flanning

Page1 4



Bibliography

Azatlyk Radiosy. (2025, January 6). B CLLUA 3agep>xanu 6biBLuero HaémHuka YBK “BarHep.”
https://www.azatlig.org/

Kolesa.kz. (2025, January 7). Tumyp lNpannes 1 Bonpocbl ABOWHOrO rpa>kgaHcTea.
https://kolesa.kz/

Nur.kz. (2025, January 6). CoobuieHuna o 6biBLLIEM Bonue YBK “BarHep” n3 KasaxcrtaHa.
https://www.nur.kz/

Radio Svoboda. (2025, January 6). B CLLIA 3agep><aH YenoBek ¢ Ka3axCTaHCKUM U
poCCUNCKMM nacrnopTtamu. https://www.svoboda.org/

Stan.kz. (2025, January 8). O6¢cToAaTenbcTBa 3agep>kaHusa Tumypa lNpanvesa Ha rpaHuLe
CLUA. https://stan.kz/

Tengrinews.kz. (2025, January 7). Tumyp lNpannes: 4To N3BECTHO O €ro NPOLLIOM.
https://tengrinews.kz/

Zakon.kz. (2025, January 9). Bo3aMo>kHOe HapyLueHune 3akoHa PK o rpa)kgaHcTse.
https://www.zakon.kz/

VKontakte [@timur_praliev]. (n.d.). Profile page. Retrieved January 10, 2025, from
https://vk.com/

OK.ru. (n.d.). Profile checks for “Tumyp Npanwnes.” https://ok.ru/

Aparat.com. (n.d.). Site search for references to “lNpanueB.” https://www.aparat.com/

Yandex.ru. (n.d.). HoBocTn u pe3ynbtatbl nomncka “Tumyp MNpanuneB.” https://yandex.ru/

Darknet onion directories. (n.d.). Anonymous forum postings referencing ex-Wagner
fighters. [Access through Tor hidden services; no direct link available.]

eGov.kz. (n.d.). MHdopmauusa o rpakaaHcTBe Pecnybnukmn KaszaxctaH. https://egov.kz/

Copyright 2025 Treadstone 71 WWW.TREADSTONE71.COM

Page1 5


https://www.azatliq.org/
https://kolesa.kz/
https://www.nur.kz/
https://www.svoboda.org/
https://stan.kz/
https://tengrinews.kz/
https://www.zakon.kz/
https://vk.com/
https://ok.ru/
https://www.aparat.com/
https://yandex.ru/
https://egov.kz/

		2025-01-10T14:40:43-0500
	Jeffrey S Bardin




