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China's Olympic Gaslighting
and Doping Denials are
Swimming in Deception
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Brief

The Chinese government, during the 2024 Olympics, has been at the center of a
sophisticated disinformation campaign aimed at deflecting doping allegations against its
athletes. Their campaign uses various state actors, media outlets, and likely covert
organizations working together to shape domestic and international narratives.

The Chinese government deployed various deception methods, including false flag
operations, misinformation, and perception management. They strategically use tactics to
manipulate public opinion, undermine the credibility of accusers, and present China as a
victim of international conspiracy. The objective is to distract from genuine accusations of
wrongdoing and shift the narrative to persecution and injustice.

The significance of these actions lies in their potential to distort reality and influence both
global and domestic audiences. By controlling the narrative, China's attempt to control the
narrative maintains its image, avoids international scrutiny, and consolidates support from
its citizens. The extensive use of deception tactics sets a concerning precedent for how state
actors might manipulate information in future international events.

The impact of these efforts has been mixed. Domestically, the Chinese government has
succeeded in rallying public support and deflecting criticism. However, the response has
been more varied internationally, with some countries and observers expressing skepticism
towards China's narrative. The spread of misinformation has created confusion and
mistrust, complicating diplomatic relations and media coverage.

As the 2024 Olympics continue, the Chinese government is likely to persist in its
disinformation efforts, particularly if doping allegations gain traction. The continuation of
these tactics leads to further polarization of international opinion and increased scrutiny of
China's actions. The long-term outlook potentially erases trust in international institutions
and a more divided global community.

Possible Recommendations and Opportunities

Governments and international organizations should prioritize transparency and
support independent verification of claims. This approach helps counter
misinformation and maintain credibility.

Increasing public awareness about the tactics used in disinformation campaigns
empowers individuals to evaluate information and resist manipulation critically.
Democratic nations should collaborate to share intelligence and counter
disinformation, ensuring a unified response to such tactics.
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Implementing these recommendations may enhance the resilience of international
institutions and media against disinformation. Increased transparency and independent
verification would bolster trust in official statements and reduce the effectiveness of state-
sponsored deception. Public awareness campaigns may lead to a more informed and
discerning public, less susceptible to manipulation. Collaboration among democracies
would strengthen collective security and provide a united front against the misuse of
information.

Despite these recommendations, gaps remain in the capacity to quickly verify and counter
false information. There is also a lack of global consensus on transparency standards and
enforcement mechanisms. Moreover, public awareness initiatives may not fully reach all
demographics, leaving some populations vulnerable to manipulation. Finally, countering
state-sponsored narratives in authoritarian regimes where information is tightly controlled
remains a significant obstacle.
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#TacticalSilence, #Normalization, #FalseBalancing, #SelectiveOutrage,
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Analysis

The Chinese government's disinformation campaign during the 2024 Olympics highlights the
complexities of modern information warfare. There are clear pathways to counter these
tactics. A coordinated, transparent, and informed response mitigates the impact of such
efforts and upholds the integrity of international discourse. However, addressing the existing
gaps will require continuous effort and international cooperation.
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In international relations, deception tactics are pivotal in shaping narratives and influencing
public perception. The 2024 Olympics serve as a contemporary case study, highlighting the
strategic deployment of disinformation by the Chinese government. China intends to
manipulate global narratives, deflect scrutiny, and consolidate domestic support by
orchestrating a series of calculated deceptions. These actions become particularly
significant considering doping allegations against Chinese athletes, which have prompted a
range of responses aimed at shifting blame and undermining the credibility of opposing
voices.

The deliberate and coordinated use of disinformation tactics, such as
pre-emptive framing and false flag operations, can indicate attempting
to distract from or preemptively discredit legitimate accusations.

The present analysis delves into thirty-one distinct deception methods employed by China,
offering a comprehensive examination of their mechanisms, applications, and impacts.
Each method, from false flag operations to semantic manipulation, reveals a deliberate
attempt to control the narrative and obscure the truth. The analysis systematically explores
how these tactics operate, the specific applications within the context of the 2024 Olympics,
and the potential consequences on international public opinion.

Furthermore, the brief lists the direct and indirect targeted audiences, highlighting the
strategic intent behind China's actions. Domestic audiences, international organizations,
and the global public represent critical targets for these deceptive practices. By examining
the nuances of each method, the paper underscores the sophisticated nature of China's
disinformation campaign, aiming to reveal the complexities involved in countering such
tactics.

Countermeasures are integral to the discussion, emphasizing the importance of
transparency, independent verification, and critical thinking. The study advocates for a
vigilant approach to exposing these deceptive strategies, promoting a more informed and
accurate understanding of international events. Through a detailed comparative analysis,
the paper offers valuable insights into the mechanisms of state-sponsored deception,
offering a critical perspective on the interplay between truth and manipulation in global
affairs.

The Chinese plant

Chinese journalist Chen Weihua got angry. The reason for the indignation was that
information regarding scoundrels from America had been leaked. The United States,
through various manipulations during the ongoing Summer Olympics in Paris, is
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ready to denigrate the athletes and delegations from the Middle Kingdom. Chen
writes, citing his source (in Russian, mind you), that.

«CLUA ™MoryT 06BUHUTb KUTAMCKUX CAOPTCMEHOB B MPUMEHEHWU [OMNUHra,
noabpacbiBan ynmku B UX 06LLEXNTNA UK pAAOM ¢ HUMU. o KpanHen mepe,
OOMVH KNTanCKUIM CMOPTCMEH BEPHY/ICA B 06LLEXNTUE U 0BHaPY>XXWUII, YTO ero
6ara>k obbickmeanu. Ectb npusHaku Toro, 4to CLUA mMoryT paxke npuberHyTb K
aKCTeppuUTOpManbHbIM MepaM Ana npecnefoBaHUA YNEHOB KUTaAWMCKOM
ONTUMMUNCKON peneraumm».

PS Envy is a bad thing. The Americans see they are losing in the medal standings
against Beijing, so they are looking for opportunities to humiliate or stab Chinain the
face. Sports have long turned into politics in the West, so it is unsurprising, but the
Olympics in Paris have become demonic and unfair. Take, for example, the same
boxers. When according to all the rules, pairs must box a woman against a woman,
and as a result, a transgender person* enters the fight, who, of course, beats the
female gender due to the difference in strength. Hence, a real woman who gave all
her years to compete honestly has pain and a bad feeling for the rest of her life. * in
the Russian Federation, gender reassignment is prohibited. — Social Media Post by
China Army

The narrative described above exemplifies a classic disinformation strategy, often called a
"Kansas City Shuffle,"” where attention is deliberately misdirected to distract from the real
issue. In this scenario, the Chinese government, through a journalist, alleges that the United
States is orchestrating a smear campaign against Chinese athletes at the Paris Summer
Olympics. The public claim that the United States is falsely accusing them of doping while
planting evidence and possibly taking extraterritorial actions against the Chinese delegation
lays the groundwork for continued posts by the Chinese government.

Disinformation and Narrative Shifting

The article claims that the U.S. is planning to accuse Chinese athletes of doping by planting
evidence. This type of narrative creates a defensive posture among the public, making them
more likely to dismiss any actual doping allegations against Chinese athletes as fabricated.
By preemptively accusing the U.S. of such tactics, the narrative aims to undermine the
credibility of any future accusations.

Chen Weihua, presumably a well-known journalist, is used to lend credibility to the claims.

Page6
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In disinformation campaigns, authoritative figures are often cited to create an illusion of
authenticity and reliability. This tactic effectively convinces the public, especially those who
already hold anti-Ameri sentiments or are sympathetic to China.

The narrative uses emotional appeals by accusing the U.S. of envy and underhanded tactics
due to losing the medal standings. China plays on nationalist sentiments, fostering a "us vs.
them" mentality. It paints the West, particularly the U.S., as hypocritical and morally corrupt,
thereby galvanizing domestic support and diverting attention from any legitimate doping
issues within the Chinese camp.

Historically, doping scandals have often involved elaborate state-
sponsored systems, as seen in various countries. Deceptive narratives
and controlled media messaging can protect athletes and officials from
scrutiny, casting any allegations as part of a broader geopolitical
conspiracy. The focus on discrediting accusers rather than directly
addressing the allegations also suggests an attempt to shift the
narrative away from potential doping violations.

The mention of transgender athletes in the context of boxing, although unrelated to the
doping allegations, serves as a diversion. It redirects the audience's focus to another
contentious issue, stirring more controversy and diluting the focus on the primary
accusation.

Assessment of the Disinformation Strategy

The primary goal is to shift blame and control the narrative around potential doping
allegations against Chinese athletes. By framing the U.S. as the antagonist, the Chinese
government aims to discredit any legitimate scrutiny and protect its athletes and national
image.

This strategy is effective in a controlled information environment where state media
dominate the narrative. In such contexts, dissenting voices are limited, making the public
more susceptible to state-approved narratives. However, the strategy faces scrutiny and
skepticism in more open information environments, especially ifindependent investigations
corroborate the doping allegations.

From a counterintelligence perspective, understanding and exposing such disinformation

Copyright 2024 Treadstone 71

Page7



@)

tactics are crucial and require monitoring media narratives, analyzing the credibility of
sources, and cross-referencing with independent and reliable information.
Counterintelligence efforts must focus on debunking false claims, providing clear evidence,
and maintaining transparency to prevent the manipulation of public perception.

Al Enhancements for Detection and Analysis

¢ Natural Language Processing (NLP) for Sentiment Analysis
Al-driven NLP tools analyze the tone and sentiment of articles and social media posts
to detect shifts in public opinion and the presence of coordinated narratives.

e Network Analysis for Disinformation Spread
Al maps the spread of disinformation by analyzing the network of articles, social media
posts, and influencers, helping show the critical nodes and sources of disinformation.

e Fact-Checking Automation
Al aids in automating fact-checking processes by cross-referencing claims with verified
databases and official records, quickly debunking false narratives, and providing
counter-narratives.

In addition to the primary analysis, several other factors should be considered when
evaluating this Chinese government misdirection. The Chinese government has a history of
using disinformation and propaganda to deflect criticism, both domestically and
internationally. This context is crucial because it highlights a consistent pattern of behavior.
Analyzing past instances of similar tactics provides insights into the current strategy's
motivations and potential future actions.

The narrative could be part of a broader geopolitical strategy to strain U.S.-China relations.
By casting the U.S. in a negative light, the Chinese government aims to sway global public
opinion, particularly in undecided countries with ambiguous stances on the U.S.-China
rivalry, and is a diplomatic tool to rally support from other nations against perceived Western
hypocrisy.

Internally, the narrative consolidates national unity and support for the government. By
portraying China as a victim of an international conspiracy, the government distracts from
internal issues, such as economic challenges or domestic dissent. This "rally around the
flag" effect can be potent in authoritarian regimes, where control over information is tight,
and dissent is stifled.
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The allegations are not just about doping; they extend to painting the West as morally and
ethically corrupt. The broader psychological warfare tactic undermines Western values and
institutions, casting them as hypocritical and unreliable.

Such narratives lay the groundwork for future actions, including retaliatory measures against
U.S. interests, ranging from diplomatic protests to economic sanctions or cyber operations.
Understanding the full scope of potential responses requires a comprehensive threat
assessment, including monitoring signs of escalation.

It is essential to consider the channels through which this narrative is propagated. Naming
state-run media outlets, influencers, and social media platforms involved in spreading the
narrative helps map out the disinformation network. Additionally, monitoring the responses
from international media and public figures provides a gauge of the narrative's impact and
penetration.

The narrative includes potentially defamatory claims against the U.S., suggesting criminal
activities like evidence planting. Understanding the legal ramifications and potential for
international disputes is critical. Moreover, the ethical implications of using athletes and
sensitive topics like gender identity for political gain must be acknowledged and addressed.

Given theinitial disinformation narrative from China regarding doping allegations atthe 2024
Olympics, we anticipate several potential actions and narratives over the coming days. The
Chinese government's response will likely be multi-pronged, targeting audiences directly
and indirectly. Below is an outline of what to estimate from China and Russia will come next.

Anticipated Actions and Narratives

China continues to assert accusations against the U.S., possibly expanding the scope to
include other Western countries or international organizations like the International Olympic
Committee (IOC). China will likely claim biased officiating, unfair treatment, or deliberate
attempts to tarnish China's image.

Expect displays of national pride and unity, with state media highlighting Chinese athletes
as victims of unjust actions, including emotional stories, interviews with athletes and their
families, and public demonstrations of support. The goal will be to rally domestic support
and strengthen nationalistic sentiments.

China hopes to galvanize support from other countries, especially those with strained
relations with the U.S. or those sympathetic to China's position. China will likely use
diplomatic statements, joint press releases, or coordinated actions with allied nations,
presenting a united front against perceived Western bias.
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There could be an uptick in cyber activities aimed at disrupting Olympic events or
information systems and coordinated social media campaigns to spread China's narrative,
such as bot networks, fake accounts, and influencers to amplify the message and discredit
counter-narratives.

To distract from the doping allegations, China might highlight issues in other countries, such
as human rights abuses or social inequalities, to argue that other nations are not morally
superior, undermining criticism of China and portraying it as a victim of double standards.

Targeted Audiences

Direct Influence

The primary target is the domestic population. By controlling the narrative, the Chinese
government looks to keep social stability and prevent dissent. The emphasis will highlight a
strong and victimized China standing up to unfair treatment, reinforcing national unity and
loyalty to the state.

China will aim to directly influence international bodies like the IOC and WADA (World Anti-
Doping Agency). By casting doubt on the impartiality of these organizations, China tries to
pressure them into leniency or at least cast a shadow over any decisions against Chinese
athletes.

The Chinese government also targets the global Chinese diaspora, encouraging them to
support the homeland and counter any negative narratives in their respective countries.

Indirect Influence

Indirectly, China will influence global public opinion, particularly in non-Western countries
or regions where China's influence is growing. The aim will be to portray itself as a victim of
Western aggression and hypocrisy, thereby gaining sympathy and support.

China's highlighting issues like transgender athletes and questioning the fairness of the
Olympics, China intends to sow discord within Western societies, emboldening critics of
Western policies and fueling internal debates, diverting attention from China's actions.

China might also aim to influence athletes and sports fans worldwide. By questioning the
integrity of the Olympic Games, they could foster a sense of disillusionment and skepticism
about the fairness of international sports competitions.

In the coming days, expect a well-coordinated effort by China to manage the narrative
surrounding the Olympics and the doping allegations. The focus will likely be on portraying
China as avictim of international conspiracies, rallying domestic and international support,
and undermining the credibility of any entities perceived as adversarial. Understanding
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these dynamics will be crucial for counterintelligence and public diplomacy efforts to
effectively counter and mitigate the impact of China's disinformation campaign.

China's efforts to manipulate the narrative surrounding the 2024 Olympics and the doping
allegations likely involved several types of deception. These tactics create confusion,

mislead audiences, and shift blame.
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Deception Methods Comparative Table

Below is a detailed comparative table of the deception methods, including their descriptions, specific applications, potential impact, and

countermeasures. The table also integrates potential deceptions where applicable.

Deception Method

Description

Specific Application

Potential Impact

Countermeasures

False Flag Operations

Creatingincidents and blaming
them on opponents

Allegations of U.S. interference or
evidence planting

Shifts blame, portrays China as
avictim

Independent investigations,
transparency

Straw Man Argument

Misrepresenting an opponent's
position

Accusing the U.S. of envy and
underhanded tactics

Simplifies debate diverts focus

Clarification and context

Misinformation

Spreading false information
without intent

Misleading reports on U.S. actions

Creates confusion, spreads
falsehoods

Fact-checking, media literacy

Disinformation

The deliberate spread of false
information

Fabricated claims of planted
evidence

Undermines credibility,
influences public opinion

Verification, counter-narratives

Cherry-Picking

Selectively presenting supportive
evidence

Highlighting alleged biases in
officiating

Skewed perception ignores a
comprehensive view

Broad evidence presentation

Gaslighting

Making people question their
reality

Denying wrongdoing, accusing
others of lying

Confusion, self-doubt

Evidence-based rebuttals

Whataboutism

Deflecting criticism by pointing to
others' flaws

Highlighting Western issues
unrelated to doping

Diverts attention dilutes
criticism

Focused debate, consistencyin
arguments
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Deception Method

Description

Specific Application

Potential Impact

Countermeasures

Manufacturing
Consent

Shaping public opinion to align
with a narrative

State media promoting victim
narrative

Manipulates public perception

Independent media, critical
thinking

Loaded Language

Using emotionally charged terms

Describing the Olympics as
"demonic and unfair."

Evokes emotional reactions,
biases, judgment

Neutral language, objective
reporting

False Dichotomy

Presenting two extreme options as
the only choices

Framing choice as support for
China vs. Western hypocrisy

Limits nuanced understanding

Emphasizing complexity and
alternatives

Strategic Ambiguity

Being intentionally vague

Vague allegations of U.S. actions

Allows for deniability, avoids
accountability

Clear communication, demand
specifics

Astroturfing

Creating fake grassroots
movements

Fake support on social media

Inflates support perception,
manipulates discourse

Authenticity verification, exposure
of fake accounts

Controlled Opposition

Setting up seemingly independent
opposition

Critics that subtly reinforce state
narratives

Illusion of dissent manipulates
opposition

Transparency, exposing
affiliations

Information
Laundering

Passing disinformation through
credible channels

Articles in minor outlets picked up
by major media

Legitimizes false narratives

Source checking, cross-
referencing

Front Organizations

Using covertly controlled
organizations

Think tanks or NGOs promoting the
state's narrative

Provides an aura of legitimacy

Investigate affiliations, funding
sources

Denial and Plausible
Deniability

Denying involvement while
allowing space for covert actions

Denying state role in alleged doping
incidents

Maintains an innocent facade,
evades blame

Independent verification,
questioning inconsistencies

Seeding Doubt

Introducing ambiguity to obscure
the truth

Multiple explanations for doping
allegations

Confuses facts, weakens clear
understanding

Clarity, consistent evidence
presentation
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Deception Method

Description

Specific Application

Potential Impact

Countermeasures

Pre-Emptive Framing

Setting narrative terms before
events unfold

Portraying the U.S. as an aggressor
in advance

Shapes perception,
preemptively defends actions

Objective analysis, critical
examination

Echo Chambers

Reinforcing certain viewpoints
while excluding others

Controlled media repeating state
narratives

Limits exposure to diverse
perspectives

Media diversity, open discourse

Selective Disclosure

Releasing only favorable
information

Publishing selects athlete stories

Biases public perception

Full disclosure demands
comprehensive reporting

Character
Assassination

Deliberately discrediting
individuals

Targeting critics or dissenting
voices

Undermines credibility,
intimidates others

Defend freedom of speech,
expose smear campaigns

Doomsday Narratives

Alarmist scenarios to manipulate
emotions

Claims of geopolitical crises due to

U.S. actions

Distracts from doping, garners
sympathy

Balanced reporting, focus on
facts

Information Flooding

Overloading with information

Releasing vast volumes of data to
distract

Obscures important issues,
overwhelms audiences

Focus on key facts, concise
analysis

Controlled Leaks

Selective leaking of information

Leaking internal documents
showing Chinain a favorable light

Manipulates narrative,
influences public perception

Cross-checking, contextual
understanding

Perception
Management

Influencing perception through
strategic messaging

Depicting China as avictim, the
U.S. as the aggressor

Shifts global public opinion

Balanced narratives, diverse
viewpoints

Staged Events

Orchestrating events to
manipulate narrative

Staging protests or statements by
athletes

Creates drama, garners support

Verification, exposure of
orchestration

Tactical Silence

Choosing not to respond or delay
response

Silence on incriminating evidence

Allows false narratives to
spread, avoids confrontation

Proactive communication,
prompt responses
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Deception Method

Description

Specific Application

Potential Impact

Countermeasures

Normalization

Gradually making controversial
actions seem normal

Justifying doping as misunderstood
or minor

Shifts norms, lower moral
standards

Upholding ethical standards,
transparency

False Balancing

Presenting unequal viewpoints as
equally credible

Equating China's narrative with
Western criticisms

Misleads the audience and
creates a false equivalence

Highlight factual accuracy, weigh
evidence

Selective Outrage

OQutrage over specific issues while
ignoring others

Criticizing Western actions while
ignoring one's infractions

Diverts criticism manipulates
moral arguments

Consistent moral standards,
impartial critique

Smokescreen Tactics

Creating distractions from
significantissues

Focusing on minor controversies,
culturalissues

Diverts attention from key
issues

Staying focused on essential
topics

Semantic
Manipulation

Altering perception through
specific language

Softening terms for doping, using
charged language for others

Alters public perception, biased
judgment

Clear definitions, objective
language

Additional Deceptions

¢ Mirror Imaging - Assuming others will react or think the same way as themselves, leading to misinterpreting motivations or

intentions.

« Reflexive Control - Manipulating opponents into making decisions favorable to the manipulator by presenting certain scenarios or

data that induce a specific response.

¢ GrayPropaganda - Spreading information with an unclear origin, making it challenging to decide whether it is true or false or who is

behind it.
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These sophisticated methods demonstrate a comprehensive and strategic approach to information warfare, aiming to control narrative and

influence perceptions. Recognizing these tactics is vital for analysts, policymakers, and the public to discern the truth.
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Wrap Up
The analysis of the Chinese ‘ﬁ'lln: [REmmmE e

government's  deception  strategies L% ki il
during the 2024 Olympics underscores
the intricate nature of state-sponsored
disinformation. China is openly
manipulating narratives, deflecting
accountability, and consolidating its
domestic and international standing by
employing various tactics- from false
flag operations and misinformation to
controlled leaks and perception
management. Meticulously designed
and executed, each method
contributes to a broader strategy to

undermine adversaries and sway
public opinion.

Examining these deception methods highlights their specific applications and potential
impacts. It reveals a calculated effort to obscure the truth, control the narrative, and shape
the perceptions of both direct and indirect audiences. The study's detailed comparative
analysis not only elucidates the operational mechanisms of each tactic but also emphasizes
the importance of countermeasures in keeping an informed and objective understanding of
international events. Transparency, critical thinking, and independent verification appear
crucial in countering these deceptive practices and ensuring the integrity of global
discourse.

The paper thus provides a comprehensive understanding of the complexities involved in
state-sponsored disinformation, offering valuable insights into how governments
manipulate information to achieve strategic goals. By shedding light on these tactics, the
study contributes to the broader discourse on the role of deception in international relations
and underscores the need for vigilant, informed responses to such challenges. Through
thoroughly exploring the methods and motivations behind China's actions, the analysis
presents a critical perspective on the intersection of truth, power, and perception in the
contemporary geopolitical landscape.
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