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Abstract 
The analysis offers an examination of Kata'ib Hezbollah (KH), an influential Shia paramilitary group 
operating primarily within Iraq, with extensive ties to Iran and significant involvement in Syria. Emerging 
in the wake of the U.S. invasion of Iraq, KH has developed into a comprehensive organization deeply 
embedded in the regional geopolitical landscape and Iran's strategic ambitions. 
 
The initial sections of the brief delve into the historical context of KH's formation, tracing its roots to the 
early 2000s. It scrutinizes KH's ideological underpinnings, which are deeply intertwined with Shia Islamism 
and closely aligned with Iran's revolutionary doctrine. The objective to expel foreign forces from Iraq and 
establish a government aligned with Iran forms the core of its ideological stance. 
 
Subsequent sections provide a detailed analysis of KH's leadership and command structure, highlighting 
its secretive and fluid nature, especially following the death of its figure, Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis. The brief 
unpacks the group's council-led system, elucidating its connections with Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps-Quds Force (IRGC-QF) and the implications thereof. 
 
The brief then shifts focus to KH's military and paramilitary activities. It meticulously explores KH's role in 
military operations within Iraq, notably its pivotal involvement in battles against the Islamic State, 
including the liberation of Mosul and Tikrit. KH's active support of the Assad regime in Syria, particularly 
in strategic areas such as Aleppo, is thoroughly examined, emphasizing its role in broader regional 
conflicts. 
 
A critical analysis of KH's relationship with Iran follows, discussing the extensive support, training, and 
funding it receives. The brief evaluates how KH's actions are harmoniously orchestrated with Iran's 
regional strategy, positioning it as a crucial component of the "axis of resistance" against U.S. and Israeli 
influence. 
 
The investigation then pivots to KH's cyber capabilities. The brief assesses its potential in cyber intelligence 
and offensive cyber operations, likely developed with Iranian assistance, underscoring a modern 
dimension of its operational capabilities. 
 
The brief also scrutinizes KH's significant economic and political influence within Iraq. It discusses its 
ambitions and growing influence in Iraq's political landscape and economic activities, including control 
over resources and taxation in its areas of operation. 
 
Human rights concerns form another critical aspect of the analysis. The brief investigates accusations of 
human rights abuses by KH in its controlled or operational areas. It also discusses the implications of its 
designation as a terrorist organization by several countries. 
 
KH's role as a proxy for Iran in regional conflicts is examined in detail, shedding light on its interactions 
with other Iran-backed militias. The brief explores how KH's actions influence regional dynamics, 
particularly in Iraq and Syria. 
 
The brief does not overlook KH's media and propaganda strategies. It analyzes its media operations and 
social media presence, revealing how these platforms are used for recruitment, propaganda, and 
promoting its narrative. 



 
 

Copyright 2024 Treadstone 71 

Pa
ge

4 

 
The concluding sections of the brief discuss KH's adaptability to regional dynamics and its prospects. It 
speculates on KH's ongoing role in Iraq's security scenario and its alignment with Iran's regional strategy. 
Lastly, the brief considers KH's interactions with global powers, particularly the U.S., and how these 
interactions impact Iraq's international relations. 
 
The comprehensive brief intends to provide a nuanced understanding of Kata'ib Hezbollah, highlighting its 
significance as a non-state actor in Middle Eastern geopolitics and its comprehensive roles extending 
beyond military engagements to political, economic, and media s. 
 
Following the comprehensive abstract, the introduction to the brief on Kata'ib Hezbollah (KH) further 
contextualizes the group's emergence and evolution, setting the stage for a detailed exploration of its 
comprehensive role in Middle Eastern geopolitics. The introduction establishes the significance of KH 
within the broader narrative of regional power dynamics, sectarian conflicts, and the shifting landscape of 
proxy warfare. 
 
Kata'ib Hezbollah, Shia paramilitary, Iraq, Syria, Iran, proxy warfare, non-state actors, Middle East 
geopolitics, U.S. invasion of Iraq, Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps-Quds Force, IRGC-QF, Abu Mahdi al-
Muhandis, Ahmed al-Hamidawi, Abdul Aziz al-Muhammadawi, Shura Council, military operations, Islamic 
State, Assad regime, ideological roots, organizational structure, cyber capabilities, political influence, 
economic activities, human rights abuses, terrorist organization designation, regional power dynamics, 
sectarian conflicts, information warfare, media operations, psychological operations, Popular Mobilization 
Forces, PMF, regional influence, axis of resistance, strategic messaging, asymmetric warfare, global power 
interactions. 
 
The decision by Kata'ib Hezbollah to release a statement of non-involvement, mainly when other Iran-
backed groups in Iraq have not done the same, is influenced by several strategic considerations: 
 
Kata'ib Hezbollah has specific strategic goals or positions within Iraq that differ from other groups. Their 
statement reflects a unique tactical decision based on their objectives or the need to respond to specific 
political pressures. By having only one prominent group issue such a statement, it allows Iran to maintain 
plausible deniability regarding its influence and control over militia activities in the region. The move is 
calculated to distance Iran from actions taken by these groups,  managing international perceptions and 
diplomatic repercussions. The decision results from internal dynamics within Kata'ib Hezbollah, such as 
leadership decisions, disagreements, or shifts in strategy that other groups do not share. The statement 
responds to incidents or accusations directed specifically at Kata'ib Hezbollah. The tactical move is to 
dissociate themselves from specific actions or to mitigate potential backlash. Iran-backed militias in Iraq 
are not a monolith and may adopt different strategies based on their leadership, ideology, and operational 
objectives. Kata'ib Hezbollah's approach to public communication differs from that of other groups. The 
statement targets a specific audience, such as the Iraqi government, local populations, or international 
actors. Kata'ib Hezbollah attempts to influence a particular narrative or perception relevant to their 
interests. If ongoing negotiations or diplomatic efforts involve Kata'ib Hezbollah (directly or indirectly), 
such a statement is part of a broader strategy to position themselves favorably in these discussions. 
 
The release of a non-involvement statement by Kata'ib Hezbollah, in contrast to other Iran-backed groups 
in Iraq, likely stems from a combination of strategic considerations specific to their objectives, internal 
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dynamics, and the broader geopolitical context in which they operate. Understanding the precise 
motivations requires a deeper analysis of the group's recent activities, statements, and the regional 
political landscape. 
 

Keywords 
 
Kata'ib Hezbollah, Shia paramilitary, Iraq, Syria, Iran, U.S. invasion of Iraq, regional geopolitics, ideological 
underpinnings, Shia Islamism, Iran's revolutionary doctrine, foreign forces expulsion, Iran-aligned 
government, leadership structure, Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, council-led system, Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps-Quds Force, IRGC-QF, military operations, Islamic State, Mosul, Tikrit, Assad regime, Aleppo, 
regional conflicts, political influence, economic activities, cyber capabilities, cyber intelligence, offensive 
cyber operations, human rights abuses, terrorist organization designation, Iran-backed militias, media 
operations, social media, recruitment, propaganda, regional dynamics, security scenario, global power 
interactions, sectarian conflicts, proxy warfare, Ahmed al-Hamidawi, Abdul Aziz al-Muhammadawi, Shura 
Council, Popular Mobilization Forces, PMF, axis of resistance, strategic messaging, asymmetric warfare, 
information warfare, psychological operations, internal dynamics, tactical decisions, political pressures, 
plausible deniability, international perceptions, diplomatic repercussions, leadership decisions, 
negotiation efforts, drone attack, Tower 22, surveillance capabilities, military strategy, operational 
intelligence, counterintelligence efforts, Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, IRGC, suicide drones, radar 
technologies, surveillance technologies, training, digital surveillance, psychological operations, cyber 
education, information warfare, global terrorist designation, regional influence, power dynamics, modern 
warfare, adaptation strategies, non-state actors, regional power struggles, militia activity, political 
ambition, geopolitical chessboard 

 

The Logo 
 
The logo features a hand holding an AK-47 rifle, a 

common element in the symbolism of various 

militant groups, and a representation of a map, 

presumably of Iraq, indicating the group's primary 

area of operation. The design and elements used 

in the logo, such as the use of a firearm and Islamic 

motifs, are stylistically similar to those used by 

other organizations like Hezbollah in Lebanon, 

which is also designated as a terrorist organization 

by the U.S. and other countries. 

The use of such symbolism often signifies a group's militant nature and Islamic identity. Moreover, Kata'ib 
Hezbollah's close ties with Iran and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), particularly the Quds 
Force, are well-documented. The aesthetics of the logo and the connections with Iran are a visual and 
ideological alignment with other groups supported by Iran, reflecting a shared revolutionary ethos and 
resistance narrative. 
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Introduction  
 
In the aftermath of the 2003 U.S. invasion of Iraq, a new era of regional power struggles and sectarian 
conflicts unfolded, giving rise to various paramilitary groups. Among these, Kata'ib Hezbollah has emerged 
as a pivotal actor, intricately woven into the fabric of the Middle East's geopolitical and military landscape. 
Our analysis embarks on a detailed examination of Kata'ib Hezbollah, a group that epitomizes the 
complexity and intricacies of non-state actors in contemporary conflicts.  
 
The rise of Kata'ib Hezbollah is inextricably linked to the broader context of Shia Islamist politics and Iran's 
strategic ambitions in the region. Initially formed as a response to foreign occupation, KH has evolved into 
a sophisticated paramilitary force with political, economic, and cyber capabilities. Its evolution from a local 
militia into a  player in regional conflicts underscores the changing nature of asymmetrical warfare and the 
growing significance of proxy groups in achieving state-sponsored objectives. 
 
The introduction outlines the scope of the brief, which spans from the group's ideological roots and 
organizational structure to its military strategies and political ambitions. It delves into the symbiotic 
relationship between Kata'ib Hezbollah and Iran, highlighting how the alliance has shaped the group's 
strategy and actions. Furthermore, the introduction sets the framework for analyzing KH's role in the 
broader context of the Middle East, particularly in Iraq and Syria, where its military engagements have had 
significant implications for regional security dynamics. 
 
The introduction also addresses the methodological approach of the brief, employing a combination of 
historical analysis, geopolitical assessment, and examination of primary and secondary sources. The 
approach enables a comprehensive understanding of Kata'ib Hezbollah, shedding light on its 
comprehensive nature and impact on regional and international affairs. 
 
In setting the stage for the subsequent analysis, the introduction emphasizes the importance of 
understanding Kata'ib Hezbollah not just as a militant group but as a critical player in the geopolitical 
chessboard of the Middle East. The group's activities and strategies reflect broader regional trends, 
including the rise of non-state actors, the complexities of proxy warfare, and the interplay between local 
and regional power struggles. 

Analysis 
 

The analysis of Kata'ib Hezbollah's decision to state non-involvement, especially when other Iran-backed 

groups in Iraq have not done the same, requires a comprehensive approach. The analysis considers 

various intelligence disciplines, including signals intelligence, human intelligence, and open-source 

intelligence. The intelligence analysis methods relevant here include pattern, link, and trend analysis, 

focusing on the historical activities, public statements, and known strategies of Kata'ib Hezbollah and 

similar groups. 

Why the Announcement to Cease Operations 
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Kata'ib Hezbollah's strategic goals or position within Iraq differ from other groups, requiring analyzing 
their past actions and public statements using pattern analysis to identify any unique tactical decisions or 
responses to political pressures. 
 
The selective statement issuance allows Iran to maintain plausible deniability about its influence over 
militias. Signal and human intelligence help assess communications between Iran and Kata'ib Hezbollah, 
while open-source intelligence provides insights into Iran's public stance on the group's actions. 
 
Understanding internal dynamics within Kata'ib Hezbollah requires human intelligence, particularly from 
sources or those familiar with its leadership. They provide insights into any leadership decisions, 
disagreements, or strategic shifts. Analyzing the timing and context of the statement concerning specific 
incidents or accusations requires trend analysis. They help establish whether the statement is a direct 
response to external events. Iran-backed militias in Iraq are varied, each with its leadership, ideology, 
and objectives. Open-source intelligence is crucial in analyzing these groups' public statements and 
actions. Determining the statement's intended audience involves analyzing the statement's language, 
content, and dissemination channels. They explain whether the statement targets local populations, 
international actors, or the Iraqi government. If Kata'ib Hezbollah is involved in negotiations or 
diplomatic efforts, the statement should be part of a broader strategy, analyzing the group's recent 
activities in diplomatic channels, possibly through diplomatic intelligence sources. 
 
Kata'ib Hezbollah's decision to release a non-involvement statement, in contrast to other Iran-backed 
groups in Iraq, is likely influenced by a blend of strategic considerations. These include their unique goals 
and positioning, a desire for plausible deniability on Iran's part, internal group dynamics, responses to 
specific incidents, diverse strategies among Iran-backed militias, targeted messaging, and possibly 
ongoing negotiation efforts. Understanding the precise motivations behind the decision requires an in-
depth analysis of various intelligence disciplines, considering the complex geopolitical context in which 
Kata'ib Hezbollah operates. 
 
The additional context of a drone attack on American soldiers and the ensuing threats and responses 
from  Iran and the United States significantly impacts the analysis of Kata'ib Hezbollah's statement of 
non-involvement: 
 

• Heightened Tensions and Strategic Posturing   
o The reported threats by Tehran and the U.S. preparation for a retaliatory attack 

create an agitated and volatile environment. Kata'ib Hezbollah's statement is a 
strategic move to avoid being directly targeted by the anticipated U.S. retaliation, 
aligning with a defensive posture, intending to distance themselves from the drone 
attack and reduce their vulnerability to U.S. military action. 

 

• Iran's Role and Proxy Dynamics   
 

o President Biden's statement holding Iran responsible for providing weapons ties into 
the broader dynamics of Iran's use of proxy groups in the region. Kata'ib Hezbollah's 
statement of non-involvement attempts to maintain Iran's plausible deniability. The 
move is a coordinated effort to prevent direct attribution of the drone attack to Iran,  
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avoiding an escalation that leads to a direct military confrontation between Iran and 
the U.S. 

 

• Intermediary Warnings and Diplomatic Channels   
 

o The fact that Tehran warned America through an intermediary about potential 
attacks indicates a complex diplomatic and military strategy. Kata'ib Hezbollah, one 
of the prominent Iran-backed militias in Iraq, stating non-involvement is part of the 
larger strategy to manage the crisis through indirect communication and threats. 

 

• Timing of the Statement  
 

o The timing of Kata'ib Hezbollah's statement, coming shortly before President Biden's 
remarks, suggests it be a reactive measure. Understanding The timing is crucial and 
points towards a calculated response to escalating tensions and the potential for 
U.S. retaliation. 

 

• Impact on U.S. Strategy and Decision-making   
o The U.S. response to the drone attack, especially considering Iran's warning and 

Kata'ib Hezbollah's statement, will likely be influenced by a need to balance 
retaliation with the risk of further escalation. Kata'ib Hezbollah distancing itself from 
the attack be a factor in how the U.S. plans its response, possibly focusing on other 
targets or adjusting its strategy to avoid an all-out conflict. 

 

• Information Warfare and Perception Management  
o The Iranian warning and Kata'ib Hezbollah's statement are part of an information 

warfare campaign. They intend to shape perceptions and manage the narrative in 
the international arena, especially concerning responsibility for the attack and the 
legitimacy of any retaliatory actions. 

 

Drone Attack on Tower 22 
 

The drone attack on American soldiers at Tower 22 and the subsequent exchange of warnings and 
statements between Iran, the U.S., and Kata'ib Hezbollah add layers of complexity to the analysis. It 
highlights the interplay between military actions, proxy group dynamics, diplomatic communications, and 
strategic posturing in a high-stakes environment. The situation exemplifies the comprehensive nature of 
geopolitical strategies and the importance of timely and accurate intelligence in understanding and 
responding to such an event. 
 
The likelihood of Kata'ib Hezbollah mimicking U.S. military drone patterns to facilitate an attack on Tower 
22 demonstrates a sophisticated level of military strategy and operational intelligence. The analysis 
suggests that Kata'ib Hezbollah has developed advanced surveillance capabilities to monitor and analyze 
U.S. drone activities. By tracking the specific details such as the time of day, routes, and altitudes of U.S. 
drones, Kata'ib Hezbollah could have gathered critical information to stage an effective mimicry. The 
strategy indicates an elevated tactical planning level and reflects an understanding of U.S. military 
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protocols and technologies. Such a maneuver requires in-depth intelligence gathering, analysis, and 
operational precision, demonstrating a strategic shift towards more advanced and deceptive warfare 
tactics, underscoring the region's evolving nature of asymmetrical warfare. The incident highlights the 
necessity for robust counterintelligence efforts and the continuous adaptation of security measures to 
counter such sophisticated threats.  
 
The sophistication of Kata'ib Hezbollah's military capabilities, particularly in the drone attack on Tower 22, 
likely stems from direct support and assistance from the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). This 
support potentially includes the provision of suicide drones, radar, tracking, and surveillance technologies. 
The IRGC's backing enables Kata'ib Hezbollah to execute complex operations that would otherwise be 
beyond the reach of a non-state actor. This relationship exemplifies the IRGC's strategy of enhancing the 
capabilities of its proxy groups to extend Iran's influence and achieve its regional objectives. The 
involvement of the IRGC, known for its advanced military and intelligence capabilities, also suggests highly 
coordinated and integrated planning and execution for these operations. This incident underscores the 
extended reach and sophistication that state support can confer on proxy groups, significantly altering the 
dynamics and capabilities within regional conflicts. 
 

A Nuanced Perspective 
 
The brief intends to equip readers with a nuanced perspective on Kata'ib Hezbollah, preparing them for 
an in-depth exploration of one of the most influential and complex non-state actors in today's Middle 
Eastern geopolitics. 
 
Kata'ib Hezbollah, also known as the Hezbollah Brigades, is a significant Shia paramilitary group in Iraq. 
The group's leadership and structure have been somewhat opaque, but figures have emerged. 
 
Ahmed al-Hamidawi  As of early 2020, the U.S. State Department designated Ahmed al-Hamidawi as the 
new secretary-general of Kata'ib Hezbollah. He was identified as a specially designated global terrorist 
amid tensions between the United States and Iranian-backed Iraqi Shia militias. Kata'ib Hezbollah operates 
under Iran's direct command and is well-armed and organized, with an active media arm but an 
intentionally obscure leadership and chain of command (https://jamestown.org/program/the-leadership-
and-future-of-kataib-hezbollah/). 

https://jamestown.org/program/the-leadership-and-future-of-kataib-hezbollah/
https://jamestown.org/program/the-leadership-and-future-of-kataib-hezbollah/
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Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis  Jamal Ja'afar al-Ibrahim, known as Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, founded Kata'ib 
Hezbollah. He played a  role in the group until he died in 2020 due to a U.S. drone attack. Al-Muhandis was 
a significant figure, revered by Shia militias as an influential commander and became the deputy leader of 
the Popular Mobilization Units (PMU), the official umbrella group for the Shia militias 
(https://jamestown.org/program/the-leadership-and-future-of-kataib-hezbollah/) 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kata%27ib_Hezbollah). 
 
Abdul Aziz al-Muhammadawi (Abu Fadak)  Following the death of al-Muhandis, Abdul Aziz al-
Muhammadawi, also known as Abu Fadak, was identified as the new leader of the Popular Mobilization 
Forces (PMF), which includes Kata'ib Hezbollah. The group is known for its objective to establish an Iran-
aligned government in Iraq, expel American forces, and advance Iran's regional and international interests 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kata%27ib_Hezbollah). 
 
The group was initially formed from several pro-Iranian groups following the 2003 invasion of Iraq and 
quickly became known for its attacks against U.S.-led coalition forces. Kata'ib Hezbollah is listed as a 
terrorist organization by several countries, including the United States, the United Arab Emirates, and 
Japan. It is directly subordinate to the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps' Quds Force and operates under 
its instructions and guidance (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kata%27ib_Hezbollah). 
 
The group's internal leadership structure includes a Shura Council with a secretary-general, five deputies, 
at least thirty-three total members, and external overseers from the IRGC-QF and Lebanese Hezbollah. It 
operates the state-funded 45th, 46th, and 47th Brigades of the PMF and has multiple personal and 
financial powerbases within the organization (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/profile-kataib-hezbollah). 
 
The leadership and structure of Kata'ib Hezbollah, as covered, include figures such as Ahmed al-Hamidawi, 
Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis (until he died in 2020), and Abdul Aziz al-Muhammadawi (Abu Fadak). Additional 
details include: 
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-  Shura Council Structure  The organization is nominally governed by a Shura Council, which includes a 
secretary-general, five deputies, and at least thirty-three members. External overseers from the IRGC-QF 
and Lebanese Hezbollah influence the council. 
 
-  Internal Power Dynamics  Within Kata'ib Hezbollah, multiple personal and financial power bases partly 
align with different Shura Council members. The internal structure indicates a complex hierarchy with 
potential for internal rivalries and power struggles. 
 
-  Subordinate Elements  The group also includes subordinate elements such as the 45th, 46th, and 47th 
Brigades of the PMF, Units 313 and 101 (under Abu Fadak), and special operations and 
engineering/explosives divisions under Abu Hussein.  
 
-  Media and Cultural Wings  Kata'ib Hezbollah operates various media wings, including Sabereen News 
and Al-Etejah TV, and cultural and social wings like the Ahd Allah Islamic Movement. 
 
-  Affiliations and Rivalries  The group has affiliations with other militias and organizations within the 
region, such as the Iraqi Resistance Coordination Committee and the Islamic Resistance of Iraq. There are 
rivalries with groups like Asaib Ahl al-Haq and the Badr Organization. 
 

Social Media Postings in Farsi Only 
 
Several factors can explain the prevalence of information about Kata'ib Hezbollah in Farsi on social media. 
Kata'ib Hezbollah has strong ties with Iran, particularly with the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). 
The connection naturally leads to significant content in Persian, Iran's primary language, reflecting the 
group's alignment with Iranian interests and ideology. The content in Persian likely targets a Persian-
speaking audience, including Iranians and Shia communities in other regions that engage with Persian 
media, demonstrating a strategic communication effort to reach and influence these communities. Farsi 
content may address regional issues relevant to Iran and its allies, including Kata'ib Hezbollah, aligning 
with the broader geopolitical strategy of Iran in the Middle East, where Farsi serves as a medium for 
disseminating information and propaganda. The dominance of Persian in social media content about 
Kata'ib Hezbollah reflects the group's ties to Iran and its strategic efforts to communicate with Persian-
speaking audiences. 
 

Cyber Operations? 
 
Kata'ib Hezbollah, while primarily known for its military and paramilitary activities, also appears to have 
capabilities in the cyber domain, though specific details about its cyber operations are not as well-
documented as their ground operations. 
 
The cyber capabilities of groups like Kata'ib Hezbollah are often intertwined with the support they receive 
from state actors like Iran. Iran, after the Stuxnet attack on its nuclear facilities, has significantly focused 
on expanding its cyber operations and digital surveillance capabilities. It has extended the focus to its 
allies, including Hezbollah. The Iranian government has provided cyber training and technology to 
Hezbollah operatives and assisted in building a counterintelligence cyber unit. The unit is primarily tasked 
with gathering intelligence and bolstering the cyber defenses of Iran's security apparatus, and it also 
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conducts cyberattacks on strategic targets, particularly in the Gulf states 
(https://nationalinterest.org/blog/techland-when-great-power-competition-meets-digital-world/how-
iran-built-hezbollah-top-cyber). 
 
Hezbollah's involvement in cyber activities extends beyond mere technical operations. They have a 
reputation for conducting psychological operations, which have now extended into cyberspace. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Hezbollah provided cyber education on information warfare to foreign recruits, 
intending to spread propaganda and disinformation through online channels. The initiative is part of a 
broader strategy to advance Iran's interests and subvert regional enemies, chiefly Israel and Saudi Arabia. 
Many cyber trainees from Hezbollah come from Iraq and support pro-Iranian groups like Kata'ib Hezbollah 
(https://nationalinterest.org/blog/techland-when-great-power-competition-meets-digital-world/how-
iran-built-hezbollah-top-cyber). 
 
The focus on cyber capabilities reflects modern asymmetric warfare strategies, where cyber operations 
are critical. For groups like Kata'ib Hezbollah, cyber capabilities augment their conventional military 
activities, providing an additional domain for exerting influence and conducting operations. The 
development highlights the evolving nature of threats in the region, where state and non-state actors 
increasingly use cyber tools as part of their arsenal. 
 
The Kata'ib Hezbollah leadership, structure, and relationships with other entities: 
 

1. Leadership  
   Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis  (Founder, deceased) 
   Ahmed al-Hamidawi  (Secretary-General as of early 2020) 
   Abdul Aziz al-Muhammadawi (Abu Fadak)  (New Leader of PMF after al-Muhandis) 
   Shura Council  Secretary-General, five deputies, 33 members 
 
2. Internal Structure  
   Special Operations and Engineering/Explosives  Under Abu Hussein 
   45th, 46th, and 47th Brigades of the PMF  State-funded units 
   Media Wings  Sabereen News, Al-Etejah TV 
   Cultural and Social Wings  Ahd Allah Islamic Movement, Cultural Mobilization Council 
 
3. Affiliate Relationships  
   Rivalry and Coordination  
    Asaib Ahl al-Haq 
    Badr Organization 
   Dominant Member  
    Iraqi Resistance Coordination Committee 
    Islamic Resistance of Iraq 
 
4. Subordinate Elements  
  Units 313 and 101 under Abu Fadak 
  KH Special Operations and KH Engineering/Explosives under Abu Hussein 
 
5. External Relationships  
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   Iranian influence  Direct support and training from IRGC-QF 
   Lebanese Hezbollah  External oversight and coordination 
 
6. Cyber Capabilities  
  Counterintelligence cyber unit: Intelligence gathering, cyber defense 
  Training in cyber operations and information warfare 
 
7. Regional Influence  
  Involvement in Syria and Iraq, particularly in anti-IS operations 
  Relationship with the Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) 
 
8. Proxy Dynamics  
  Kata'ib Hezbollah as a part of Iran's regional "axis of resistance" 

 
The structure above reflects the complex and comprehensive nature of Kata'ib Hezbollah, highlighting 
their internal hierarchy, external affiliations, and the influence exerted by and on them, particularly from 
Iran. The group's activities span military operations to media and cyber operations, indicating a 
comprehensive approach to achieving their objectives. 
 

Formation, Evolution, Status 
 
Our analysis of Kata'ib Hezbollah (KH) synthesizes the findings from the examination of the group, drawing 
together the intricate threads of its formation, evolution, and status within the geopolitical tapestry of the 
Middle East. It encapsulates the comprehensive nature of KH, reflecting on its regional impact, prospects, 
and broader implications for understanding non-state actors in modern conflicts. 
 
The information about Kata'ib Hezbollah, its connections to Iran, and its role in the geopolitical landscape 
of Iraq and the broader Middle East examines several areas. The analysis forms the core of the narrative, 
bridging the introduction and leading up to the conclusion: 
 
Kata'ib Hezbollah emerged in the early 2000s, in the aftermath of the U.S. invasion of Iraq. Its formation 
was a response to foreign occupation, with a core ideology rooted in Shia Islamism and aligned with Iran's 
revolutionary doctrine. The group's intent to expel foreign forces and establish an Iran-aligned government 
in Iraq has been a consistent driver of its actions. 
 
The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and its Quds Force have been instrumental in shaping Kata'ib 
Hezbollah. The relationship encompasses training, military support, and strategic guidance. The group 
functions as a  proxy for Iran, extending Tehran's influence in Iraq and the region. However, the death of 
Qasem Soleimani and subsequent leadership changes in the IRGC-QF have potentially impacted the 
dynamic. 
 
Kata'ib Hezbollah has engaged in significant military operations, most notably against the Islamic State (IS) 
in Iraq. Its involvement in battles like Mosul and Tikrit highlights its operational capability. In Syria, the 
group has supported the Assad regime, further aligning with Iran's regional objectives. 
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Within Iraq, Kata'ib Hezbollah has leveraged its military strength to gain political influence. Its participation 
in elections and the PMF's growing role in Iraqi politics indicate a shift towards integrating military power 
with political processes. 
 
Reflecting the evolution of modern warfare, Kata'ib Hezbollah reportedly possesses cyber capabilities. 
Likely developed with Iranian assistance, these capabilities extend to intelligence gathering and, 
potentially, offensive cyber operations. Moreover, the group's involvement in influence operations, 
particularly in shaping narratives and public perception, indicates a broader strategy. 
 
Kata'ib Hezbollah's actions are influenced by and, in turn, influence regional dynamics, including U.S.-Iran 
tensions, the situation in Syria, and broader Gulf politics. The group's role often reflects Iran's responses 
to these dynamics. 
 
Kata'ib Hezbollah engages in social and ideological outreach, vital for maintaining local support, including 
providing social services and participating in community development,  embedding itself further into the 
social fabric of Iraq. 
 
The group's future trajectory will likely be influenced by several factors, including the stability of Iraq, Iran's 
regional policies, and international pressures. Kata'ib Hezbollah's ability to adapt to these changing 
circumstances while maintaining its operational capabilities and political influence will be due to its 
persistence as a significant non-state actor in the region. 
 
The analysis reveals Kata'ib Hezbollah as an entity operating at the nexus of militia activity, political 
ambition, and proxy warfare. Its evolution and activities are emblematic of broader trends in the Middle 
East, highlighting the complex interplay between local actors, regional powers, and global influences. 
Understanding Kata'ib Hezbollah's role and strategy provides insights into the region's ongoing conflicts 
and power dynamics. 

Summary 
 
Kata'ib Hezbollah (KH), an influential Shia paramilitary group, emerged in Iraq following the 2003 U.S. 
invasion. Shia Islamism drove KH's formation and closely aligned with Iran's revolutionary doctrine, with a 
primary aim to expel foreign forces from Iraq and establish a government aligned with Tehran. This 
ideological stance places KH at the heart of regional geopolitics, reflecting and contributing to Iran's 
strategic ambitions. 
 
The leadership and command structure of KH, particularly following the death of Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, 
highlight a secretive and fluid hierarchy. KH operates under a council-led system, maintaining close links 
with Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps-Quds Force (IRGC-QF). This connection is crucial for 
understanding KH's role and actions in the Middle East. 
 
In military and paramilitary realms, KH's activities span across Iraq and Syria. The group played a pivotal 
role in Iraq against the Islamic State, notably in the liberation of Mosul and Tikrit. In Syria, KH's support for 
the Assad regime, especially in Aleppo, underscores its extensive involvement in regional conflicts. Beyond 
military engagements, KH exerts significant political and economic influence within Iraq, harboring 
ambitions in the political arena and exercising control over various resources. 
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KH's relationship with Iran is characterized by extensive support, training, and funding. This relationship 
positions KH as a critical component of Iran's "axis of resistance" against U.S. and Israeli influence, a vital 
aspect in understanding KH's regional strategy and actions. 
 
The group's capabilities in cyber intelligence and offensive cyber operations, likely developed with Iranian 
aid, add a modern aspect to its operational repertoire. KH also faces accusations of human rights abuses 
in areas under its control and has been designated as a terrorist organization by many countries. 
 
KH employs media operations and social media to facilitate recruitment, propaganda, and narrative 
promotion. The group's adaptability to regional dynamics, ongoing role in Iraq's security landscape, and 
interactions with global powers, particularly the U.S., significantly influence Iraq's international relations. 
 
KH emerges as an organization deeply embedded in Middle Eastern geopolitics, heavily influenced by, and 
actively contributing to, Iran's strategic goals. The group's military, political, economic, and cyber 
capabilities, fused with its ideological alignment with Iran, mark it as a pivotal non-state actor in the region. 
 
The brief outlines KH's rise as a response to foreign occupation and intervention, evolving into a complex 
entity with notable military, political, and cyber capacities. The evolution symbolizes the transformation 
of non-state actors in contemporary conflicts, demonstrating a move towards multi-dimensional 
engagement in both local and regional contexts. 
 
KH's intricate involvement with Iran's strategic goals illustrates the region's proxy warfare complexities. Its 
alignment with Iran's "axis of resistance" narrative against Western and Israeli interests has equipped KH 
with resources and training, enabling operations beyond a typical non-state militia's scope. However, this 
dependence also positions KH as important in Iran's regional ambitions, influencing its autonomy and 
decision-making. 
 
KH's role in significant military operations against the Islamic State and its support for Syria's Assad regime 
demonstrate its tactical and operational expertise. These activities have strengthened KH's position in 
regional power dynamics and drawn international attention, affecting Iraq's global relations, especially 
with the U.S. 
 
KH's future trajectory appears linked to Iraq's evolving political scene and the ongoing U.S.-Iran tensions. 
As Iraq recovers from the Islamic State and undergoes political restructuring, KH's influence within its 
socio-political framework will be pivotal. The group's potential shift from a primarily military role to a more 
politically integrated one is a significant development. 
 
The brief underscores the importance of understanding KH within the context of non-state actors in 
international relations. KH's activities provide insights into the strategies, motivations, and impacts of 
similar conflict-zone organizations, which are essential for policymakers and analysts in developing 
responses and strategies. 
 
KH epitomizes the changing nature of warfare and the growing prominence of non-state actors in regional 
conflicts. Its story of adaptation, strategic alliances, and considerable influence offers a glimpse into the 
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more significant shifts in the Middle East's geopolitical landscape. As the region faces instability and power 
struggles, groups like KH will remain crucial in shaping the Middle East's future. 


